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I. For Difſenting from the Communion of the 
Church of England. 


II. Why DissENTERs are not, nor can be 
guilty of Sous M, in bly Separating 
from the Places of Publick Worſhip in the 
Church of England. 


AND 


III. Several Common O BJEETIONS, brought 
by Churchmen * Diſenters, Anſwer'd, 


By t a true PROTESTANT. 
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To which is added, A LETTER to a Divine in Germany, 


in England. By the late Rev“ EpmunD Carany, D.D. 
\ Reprinted from the Doctor's Sermon at the Ordination of 
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Ye Hall obſerve to de AS the Lord your God commanded you ; 
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1CoR. xi. 2. 

New I 3 you, Brethren, that you remember me in all things, 

and keep the Ordinances, AS I delivered them to you. 

If two Chutches differ one from another, a Man is bonnd to join 

with that which appears moſt to retain its Evangelical Purity. 
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| FOR = 
DISSENTING 
FROM THE 


Church of ENGLAND. 


== OR as much as ſome of the Church of 
75 England unjuſtly lay on Diſſenters the 
heavy Charge of Schiſm; and many of 
them, tho' innocent, know not how to 
clear themſelves of that Charge : The 
following Pages are deſigned, 

1. To inform the more moderate of our Brethren of 
the Church of England, That we do not difſent from 
their Church out of Stubbornneſs, or becauſe we love 
Contention; but from a tender Conſcience, willing to 
keep the Ordinances as well as the Doctrines of Jzsvs 
CHRIST pure and entire; not daring to add to them, 
or diminiſh any Thing from them, under any Pretence 
whatſoever, | 

2. To furniſh well-meaning Diſſenters with Plain 
Reaſons for their common Practice in Religion: For 


we would have none, among us, go on blind-fold in 
| A 2 _ Chriſtianity 
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Chriſtianity z or take up a Profeſſion among Diſſen- 
ters, becauſe their Fathers went before them in that 
Way; as if it were a Crime to ſtep out of their Path: 
But we believe, That as every one ought to be ready 
to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in them; ſo they 
ſhould be ready to give a Reaſon of their, Practice, in 
religious Matters: For every one ſhould be well per- 
ſuaded in their own Mind ; that what they do, may 
be done in Faith: For whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin. 
He that takes up any Profeſſion, be it never ſo good, 
only from Education; without examining it in every 
Part; is never like to be a vſeful, if ever he be a true 
Chriſtian. 


NI. 


Containing ten RE asons for Diſſenting from 
the Church. _ 


RBA 1. 


ww E diſſent from the Church of England, becauſe 
we do not look upon it to be ſo pure a Church 
as ſome'others are. | 

Ir any by the Church of England do underſtand the 
whole Nation, we declare we know no ſuch Church 
now, under the Goſpel Diſpenſation. But if any take 
the Church of England for particular Pariſh Aſſem- 
blies, or Congregations, then we do not fay but ſome 
of them may be true Churches; tho* they may be de- 
fective in Doctrine and Diſcipline : (for a Man that 
hath loſt his Hands to work, and his Feet to walk, 
and his Eyes to ſee, is a true Man, tho? defective;) 
and yet, we think we have ſufficient Warrant for our 
Practice in diſſenting from them. For we do for our 
Souls, as they and we do for our Bodies: If we are 
ſick, we choole out a ſkilful Phyſician ; leſt he kills 
inſtead of curing us. When we want Food, we take 
care 
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care to buy that which is wholeſome, ſuch as will nou- 
riſh us. If we remove our Habitation, we chooſe 
out a good wholeſome Air ; not an unhealthy Place. 
If we change our Servants, we ſeek others that are 
ſkilful, faithful and diligent 3 not ſuch as are either 
ignorant of their Work, or lazy in it; or ſuch as care 
for nothing but their Wages. Then can any blame 
us, if we take as much care of our Souls, which are of 
more Value? 

Wurx many ſpeak of the Church. of England, th 
think of nothing elſe but the Place of divine Worſhip 3 
and they are ſtrengthened in this Error by the indu- 
ſtrious Prieſt-craft of deſigning Men : For they know 
that the Greek Word, ſo often uſed for Church | in the 
New Teſtament] always ſignifies the People met together, 
not the Place where they meet, As xiv. 27. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 23. But their Deſign herein is to make the un- 
thinking People believe, that if they leave the Place, 
they leave the Church of God. 

Bur the Place of Worſhip, or Building of Stone; 
commonly calPd the Church; 

1. CanxoT be the Church which CHRISH pur- 
chaſed with his own Blood, and which Miniſters are 
charged to feed, As xx. 28. 

2. IT cannot be the Church that brought the A- 
poſtle on in his Way, As xv. 3. 

3. Ir cannot be the Church in an Houſe, 1 Cor. 
XVI. 19. 1 

4. Ir cannot be the Church that was to be ſpoken 
to, and that was to ſpeak to others, Matth. xvii. 17. 

5. Ir cannot be that Church, which is ſaid to be 
the Body of Chriſt, and of which Jeſus Chriſt was the 
Head, Col. i. 24. 


9, War thenis the Church? 


A. * Tus Viſible Church is a Congregation of 
faithful Men, met together to worſhip Gop, in 
* which the pure Word of Gop is preach'd, and the 
« Sacraments be duly miniſtred, according to 

«© CHRIST'S 
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„ Car1sT's Ordinance, in all thoſe Things that of 
« Neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame. 

(This is the XIXth Article of the Church of England.) 
Wherein obſerve theſe five diſtinct Parts. 

I. Tux Viſible Church is a Congregation; therefore 
not a Whole Nation: For when did the Church of Eng- 
land [fo confider'd] meet together in one Congregation ? 
By tacir own Words the Viſible Church muſt be no 
more than can meet toggtber to worſhip Gop, in one 
Place, otherwiſe *tis not a Congregation. Cyprian, who 
Iived Ann. Chriſti 250, ſaith, The whole Church was 


Preſent at the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament. And Fuſtin + 


Martyr, who lived Arn. 155, tells us, That all the 
Church aſſembled together in one Plate, every Lord's Day. 
And the Scripture ſaith the ſame, 1 Cor. xiv. 23. If 
therefore the whole Church be come together into one Place. 

II. Taz Article faith, It isa Congregation of Faith- 
ful Men (i. e.) of Believers in CHRIST.) A Goſpel- 
Church ought to conſiſt of none but viſible Saints, 
1 Cor. xiv. 33. In all the Churches of the Saints. The 
Clergy know, whether, in this Matter, they act ac- 
cording to their Articles in admitting none to their 
Communion but the Faithful; or whether ſaying the 
Creed will not do: For ſome that have been Ten Years 


Communicants in the Church of England, have declar'd, 


on their Death-Bed, ** That they knew not what 
« Faith in Car1sT meant; and that their Miniſter 
e never aſk'd them a Word about it; but only told 
* them, that they ſhould have /o much Money each 
Time they came to the Lord's Supper. | 


III. Ir is a Congregation where the pure Word of 


God is preached. Here the Article affirms, That what 
they preach, muſt be the pure Word of God, Not an 
Oration of the excellent Conſtitution of their Church, 
or of Paſſive Obedience, or an Exclamation againſt 
Schiſm, or a Diſcourſe of Morality, or only exclaim- 
ing againſt ſuch Vices as the very Light of Nature 
condemns, 


BuT 
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Bur to preach the pure Ward of God, is, to preach 


Jzsvs CuRISsTH, and Sinners Need of an Intereſt in 
Him, and of his juſtifying Righteouſneſs, and to mag- 
nify the Riches of Divine Grace in Man's Salvation : 
It is to preach the Doctrines of Faith, Repentance, Re- 
generation, and Sanctiſication, and the Neceſlity of the 
Power of the Spirit of Gop, in order to all theſe. 
Theſe are the Doctrines that Diſſenters preach, and 
thus they preach moſt agreeable to the pure Word of God, 
and the XXXIX. Articles of Religion: Therefore, tho? 
we are called Diſſenters, yet many, that keep in the 
Church of England, are Diſſenters more than we: For 
we diſſent only from indifferent Things (as they call 
them) but they diſſent from their own Articles of Faith. 
IV. Tur Sacraments mult be duly adminiſtred ac- 
cording to Chriſt”s Ordinance. 

V. In the Adminiſtration of the Ordinances of Chriſt 


there muſt be no — Things impoſed on Men. Theſe 


are the ſeveral Parts of that XIXth Article of the 
Church of England, and we heartily agree to every one 
of them; but we ſhall ſpeak of theſe Two laſt after- 
ward. 

Bur by the Way, ſince the Article ſaith, That the 
pure Word of God muſt be preached, it may not be a- 
miſs here, to take a little Notice of the common 
Preachers of the Word in the Church of England. 


Maxx Miniſters of the Church of England are Men 


of great Learning and bright Parts; but it ſeems, that 
the moſt of them have little enough; and yet have more 
than many of them make a good Uſe of. You have 
their Picture drawn to the Lite, and it would even af- 
fright a Chriſtian to behold it, tho* drawn bya ſkilful 
Hand. Bp. Burnet, New pref. p. 5, 6. [for whoſe 
Plainneſs in expoſing their hateful and ſhameful Igno- 
rance and Idleneſs, ſome of the Clergy curſe him bit- 
terly.] His Words are theſe: | 

*< Our * Ember-Weeks are the » when Preachers 
** Griefand Burden of my Life: The are Ordained, by 
much greater Part of thoſe who their Biſhops. 


come 
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ie come to be Ordain'd,are ignorant toa Degree not tobe 
« apprehended by thoſe who are not oblig'd to know 
„ it: The eaſieſt Part of Knowledge is that to which 
„they are the greateſt Strangers; I mean, the plain- 
« eſt Parts of the Scriptures, which they ſay, in ex- 
* cuſe of this Ignorance, that their Tutors in the 
«© Univerſity never mentioned the reading of them: 
So that they can give no Account, or at leaſt but a 
« very imperfect one, of the Contents even of the 
„ Goſpels. Thoſe who have read ſome few Books, 
yet never ſeem to have read the Scriptures: Many 
„cannot give a tolerable Account even of the Cate- 
„ chiſin itſelf, how ſhort and plain ſoever: They cry, 
and think it a Diſgrace to be denied Orders, though 
the Ignorance of ſome is ſuch, that in a well-regu- 
« lated State of Things, they would appear not know- 
ing enough to be admitted to the Holy Sacrament ; 
this does often tear my Heart. The Caſe is not 
much better in many, who having got into Orders, 
come for Inſtitution, and cannot make it appear that 
«© they have read the Scriptures, or any one good Book, 
% ſince they were ordain'd.” Thus far the Biſhop. 

Wx dare not truſt our precious Souls with ſuch 
Guides; for how can they ſhew us the Way of Sal- 
vation, who cannot tell what the Goſpels contain? 
Inſtead of being Teachers of others, they have need 
themſelves to be taught which be the firſt Principles of 
the Oracles of Gon. O ſhameful, not know their Ca- 
techiſm, nor what the Goſpels contain! Have theſe 

cen at the Univerſity, and made a great Noiſe of 
taking their Degree, and after this need be ſent back to 
their School-Dames! Well, for Fear of Diſgrace, in 
being denzed Orders, the Biſhop ſaith, they cry. O 
rare Hectors ! Are thoſe the Men that lead our Gentry, 
as well as the common People, by the Noſe? It would 
be the Nation's Mercy to have a due Senſe of this Diſ- 
eaſe. If the Blind lead the Blind, both are like to fall 
into the Ditch, I think we may apply that Complaint 


of Gop, by the Prophet, to theſe poor dark Souls, 
, Ja. lvi. 


191 
Ta. lvi. 10, 11. His Watchmen are blind, they are ig- 
norant, they are Shepherds that cannot underſtand. Are 
theſe like to, feed the People of Gop with Knowledge 
and - Underſtanding ? Surely, Gop never ſent theſe 
Men to preach; or elſe He hath ſent them in ſore 
Judgment to this Land, | 


Obj. Taz young Clergy think it ſufficient Excuſe 
for their Ignorance, to ſay, Our Tutors never bid us 
read the Scriptures, | 


A. War Tutors are here! If there is ſo little 
Religion at the Fountain, no wonder we have ſo little 
at the Streams. But what if their Tutors did not put 

them upon reading the Scriptures, if they had had 
any Love to the Word of Gop in their Hearts, they 
would not have been ſuch Strangers to the Word of 
Gop. It they themſelves have not made Food of the 
Word of Gop, they are not like to do much Good at 
Preaching, Ezek. iii. 1. Son of Man, eat this Roll, 
and go ſpeak to the Houſe of Iſrael. 

Bur ſuppoſe theſe were all very learned Men, 
(which cannot be granted) yet they have little Need 
of it, provided they can read right: For all have their 
Prayers made for them, and many of them their Ser- 
mons too. Fer. xxiii. 30. I am againſt the Prophets, 
faith the Lok D, that ſteal my Words every one from his 
Neighbour. 

We honour human Learning much; but we do 
not count him the beſt Miniſter that hath the greateſt 
Stock of that; but the Man who, with it, hath moſt 
Grace and ſpiritual Experience; who preaches Ixsus 
CaR1sT; and whoſe Miniſtry Gop moſt owns for the 
. Converſion of Sinners, and Building up Believers in 
their moſt boly Faith; and who himſelf lives a holy 
Life. We believe that Miniſters had better be defe- 
ctive in human Learning, than in e Grace of Gop ; 
therefore when we chooſe a Paſtor, we do not enquire 
ſo much,” Who ordained him? Or, What Garments 
does he wear? But, What Doctrines does he pn.” 

B 


[ 20 ] 
What Life does he live? And, Are there any Signs 
of Gop's ſending him? Not, Does he preach in the 
Church, or in a Barn? But, Whether his Preaching 
be in Demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power? 


RE asox II. 


Wx diſſent from the Church of England, becauſe 
we cannot take the Common- Prayer-Book for our Rulc 
of Worſhip. 

1. BRA usx it orders the reading of much of the 
Apocrypha (inſtead of the pure Word of Gop ) wherein 
are many Things very fabulous, and we think Un- 
truths, Things that adminiſter Queſtions, rather than 
godly Edifying, which is in Faith, 

2. BecavsE it appoints all Perſons religiouſly to 
obſerve a great many: Days in the Year, as Holy Time, 
beſides all Sabbath-Days. 

Wr count the Sabbath of the Lok p honourable : We 
alſo religiouſly obſerve Occaſional Days of Prayer 
and Thankſgiving, but cannot bind ourſelves religi- 
ouſly to obſerve what we have no divine Warrant for 
but are rather forbid the touching of, Gal. iv. 9, 10, 11. 
But now, after that ye have known God, &c. how turn 
ye again to the weak and beggarly Elemeuts, whereunto 
you defire again to be in Bondage? Ye obſerve Days and 
Months, and Times and Years, I am afraid of you, 
leſt I have beſtowed on you Labour in vain. 

3. Beust thereby are impoſed on all Miniſters 
Forms of Prayers. If it be granted (as we think there 
is no Reaſon) that our Lord Jzsus CHRIS made a 
Form of Prayer for his Diſciples to be uſed Word for 
Word, without Alteration z yet by what Rule do any 
Men do ſo for others, and then impoſe them upon 
them for their conſtant Uſe? Origen, in giving Dire- 
ction about Prayer, faith not one Word of the Lord's 
Prayer; only he M it as a Rule to direct us in Prayer. 
So Juſtin Martyr and others. 

W have a Promiſe of be Spirit of Grace and of 


Supplication, Zech. xii. 10. But no Promiſe of the 
Help 


| [ 11] 
Help of the Spirit, to any Man or Men to make 
Forms for others. 

Ir ſome uſe them in Sincerity, and can bring Gop 
no better, I believe Gop will accept them; but if we 
have a better Offering to bring, we muſt not offer 
that which cot us nothing. | 

Ir we tie up our ſelves to Forms, how can we ſay 
— St. Paul, Rom. vii. 26. We know — — - 

ould pray for as we ought ? They that pray bya 0 
E 4 they ould ay for? If they 
have their Book, Light, Sight, and ing enou 
to read it, they never feed] is be at a Loſs about th 
Marter, | | 

Wuar if ſome Miniſters need theſe Forms? Let 
ſuch Parſons uſe them, that cannot do without them: 
But why muſt ſtrong Men tie up their Legs, that they 

may uſe Stilts too? This is 7 negleft, and not to ſtir 
up the Gift of God which is in them, 2 Tim. 1. 6. 

We never read in all the Word of Gop, of any 
ſuch Cuſtom as Praying by Book; though we read of 
the Prayers of Abraham, Jacob, Fob, Moſes, Samuel, 
David, Solomon, Eliſha, Iſaiab, Hezekiab, Feremiab, 
Jonab, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and of the Apoſtles. 
The Hiſtory of the firſt three Centuries ſpeaks not 
one Word of impoſed Prayers, but that they prayed 
according to the Ability, of Judgment and Expreſſion, 
that Gop gave them, and that they prayed with their 
Eyes either lifred up to Heaven, or with their Eyes 
cloſed ; all which ſhew that they did not pray by Book. 

Dorn an hungry or ſtarving Man want a Form 
before him, to tell his Wants by? We ſhould queſtion 
whether that Beggar was not a Cheat, who could nor 
tell his Caſe, without reading it out of his Book. If 
the Churches took due Care to chooſe able Miniſters, 
this Grievance would be laid aſide: Or if it were left 
indifferent, [as indifferent things ſhould be] that boſe 
might uſe them, that could not pray without them; Men 
would, for Shame, take up another Practice. The 
Forms of Prayer, and Books of Homilies, were both 

B 2 compos'd 


26 7 | 
compos d to help the (poor Tools of) Prieſts, at our 
firſt coming off from Popery: For the Prieſts were 
ſo ignorant, that they could neither pray nor preach. 
But now, ſince in the Church we have Men of more 
Learning and better Parts, why muſt they claim this 
Benefit of the Clergy? [as they count it] And why - 
muſt the Homilies be laid afide, and not the Forms 
- of Prayer? - | 

Wx verily think, that thoſe who have the Help of 
the Spirit of Gop to preach, have his Help alſo to 
pray; but if they. want the Spirit of Grace and Suppli- 
cation, they are not fit to preach. 


Obj. 1. That Promiſe of the Help of the Spirit of God 
in Prayer, is to raiſe our Affections, and to draw out 
Grace to its Exerciſe in Prayer. 


Anſw. We allow it heartily z but that is not all, 
nor the 33 Thing intended, For the Promiſe is 
concerning the Matter, as well as the Manner : The 
Apoſtle, Rom. viii. 26. ſpeaking of Gop's fulfilling 
that Promiſe, Zech, xii. 10. doth not fay, We know 
not how to pray, but what to pray for. 

Bur in tying up our ſelves to Forms, we ſhut out 
the Work of the Spirit, as to the Malter; and if we 

5 thus limit the Holy One of Iſrael, how can we promiſe 
85 ourſelves his Help in the other? In ſhort, This ſeems, 
to us, like offering with ftrange Fire, Lev. x. 1. which 
Gop teſtified his Diſpleaſure againſt in conſuming the 
wicked Prieſts, F 


Obj. 2. The Way of praying by Book hath been o 
very long ſtanding in the Church, | 


Anſw. Bur the Way that Diſſenters take in Pray- 
er, hath been uſed Two Thouſand Years before ever 
there was any Book in the World, and very probably 

| many more Thouſands before it became a Cuſtom for 
| Chriſtians to pray by Book. | 
Obj. 3. But when we addreſi ourſelves to Gop, we 
foould ufe the moſt decent Expreſſions. 
150 Anfeo, 
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Anſw. Ir is very true, we ſhould worſhip tvith Re- 
uerence, and godly Fear : But it is the Heart, not fine 
Words, or elegant Expreſſions, that Gop looks at ; 
if the Heart be upright with Gop in Prayer, and if 
it be done in Faith, op can, and will overlook an 
hundred Slips of the Tongue, and hear Prayer, tho? 
it be as Hezekiab's, Ifa. xxxviil. 14. like the chattering 
of the Crane or a Swallow. | | 


Obj. 4. Diſſenters are liable to vent falſe Doftrines by 

their Way of Praying. | 

' Anſw. So may thoſe that keep ſtrictly to a Form; 
witneſs that daily Petition of the Church, Remem- 
« ber not, Lord, the Offences of our Forefathers.” 
What is truly intended in it, we do not diſpute ; but 
it looks like Praying for the Dead. So does that Form 
favour of Error, in the Order for Baptiſm, that places 
Pardon of Sin in Regeneration, inſtead of the Merits 
f Chriſt, Of which, after. 


Obj. 5. Diſſenters Prayers are often incoberent. 


Anfw. So may Forms of Prayer be too. Take one 
Inſtance in their own Words: 
 * Almighty and everlaſiing God, who alone workeſt 
« great Marvels, ſend down upon our Biſhops and Cu- 
% rates, &c. thy Grace.” Muſt we ſay, That it would 
be a great Marvel, if God ſhould ſend down his Grace on 
Biſhops and Curates ? Then where is the Coherence of 
that Prayer? I never heard any thing more incoherent 
in the Prayers of Diſſenters, than this Form of Prayer. 


Obj. 6. For Want of a Form, Diſſenters Prayers are 
ſometimes very unintelligible, the People know not wvhat 
they intend by ſome of their Petitions, 

Anſfwv. So may ſet Forms be too. Let their own 
Form be Witneſs : 

* Thoſe Things, which, for our Umworthineſs, wwe dare 
not aſk, and which, for our Blindneſs, we cannot aft, 
„ wpouchſafe to give us, &c.“ with many others like it. 

* 2 
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Obj. 7. For want of a Form of Prayer, Diſſenters 
are often guilty of many Tautologies, or Repetition of the 
ſame Thing. | | 

Anſw. Nor half ſo often as thoſe that uſe a Form: 
For they uſe the ſame Petition ſix, eight, ten or twen- 
ty Times over; Lord have Mercy upon us, &c, We be- 
ſeech thee to hear us, good Lord, &c. This ſeems to croſs 
the Command, Malib. vi. 7. When thou prayeſt, uſe 
not vain Repetitions, as the Heathen do: For they think 
that tbey ſhall be heard for their much ſpeaking, 1 Kings 
xvili. 26. | 

Obj. 8. The Prayers of the Church were compo, d by 
wiſe and learned Men, that better knew the Work and 
Nature of Prayer than we do. 


Auſto. How great, or wiſe, or learned the Com- 
poſers were, we matter not ; for though they were A- 
poſtles, or Angels of Gop, if they bring us any Rules 
of Faith or Practice that have not the Stamp of the 
Wiſdom and Authority of Jzsus CHRIST upon them; 
we cannot, we dare not receive them. = 

NE1THER was there any necd of theſe human In- 
ventions, till the Spirit, Life and Power of Religion 
was gone from the Romiſb Church, and then this De- 
vice was brought into the Church, to ſerve inſtead 
thereof: And we uſe to ſay, A bad Shift is better than 
none. But *tis Pity that the Reformed Churches ſhould 
dance after her Pipes. 

Reasox III. 

Wx cannot join with the Church of England in their 
Order for Baptiſm. 

1. Wr except againſt that Human Ordinance, Sign- 
ing with the Croſs, as a Popiſh Invention. 

IT is order'd to be done, In Token that bereafter 
** they Hall not be aſhamed to confeſs Chriſt crucified.” 
And ſo they make the Croſs a Sacrament ; for by their 
own Definition of a Sacrament, it is made an ou. 
** ward and viſible Sign of inward and ſpiritual Grace.” 

We 


[15] a 
We want a Warrant from the Word of Gop for it, 


before we can uſe it in Faith. It ſmells of the Veſſel 


whence it was drawn. And we wonder why this is 
not laid aſide, as well as Salt, Cream, and Spittle, ſtill 
uſed in Baptiſm by the Papiſts. 

2. By the Form of Baptiſm in the Church of Eng- 
land, Parents are not ſuffered to Covenant with Gop 
for their own Children : But others muſt do it, tho? 
they be Strangers, and may never ſeg the Child again: 
Nay, they muſt be other Perſons, though the Parents 
were gracious, and the Godfathers and Godmothers 
were wicked; and ſo are more likely to neglect their 


Charge. 


Obj. 9. Godfathers and Godmothers were in Uſe under 


the Law, as Witneſſes at Circumciſion. 


Anſw. BRESsIDES the Circumciſer, there were two 
Perſons made uſe of; a Woman, whoſe Work it was 
to carry the Child from the Mother to the Place of 
Circumciſion, and back again to the Mother; and a 
Man to hold the Child in his Lap while it was cir- 
cumciſed ; but neither of them promiſed any Thing 
for the Child, as theſe now do. 

3. Tur Godfathers and Godmothers are forc'd to 
promiſe what is in the Power of no Creature on Earth 
or in Heaven to perform, That the Child ſball renounce 
the Devil and all bis Works, and conſtantly believe God's 
holy Word, and obediently keep all his Commandments, and 
walk in the ſame all the Days of his Life. And when 
all this is done, it is what tbe moſt of them never mind, 
either for themſelves or the Child. Or, if they think 
of their Promiſes, how dare they put themſelves in 
the Place of Gop? Whoſe Work it is alone, to 
change the Heart, and work Faith in it; and to caxſe 
Men to wwalk in his Statutes, and keep bis Commandments, 
and do them, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. 

4. Wx ſee no Reaſon to believe, that every Child 
baptized with Water, is alſo regeneratcd by the ſpe- 
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cial Grace of Gop, as they expreſs in their Order for 
Baptiſm in theſe Words: | 

We call upon Thee for this Infant, that he coming to 
Thy holy Baptiſm, may receive Remiſſion of Sins, by 
ſpiritual Regeneration. . 

Tun Word of Gop tells us, That Remiſſion of 
Sins is only by the Blood of Jesvs CuR ISH, not by 
Water- Baptiſm, nor by ſpiritual Regeneration. So that 
there is a double Error in this Form, and they them- 
ſelves have prov'd both of them ready to our Hands, 
in the Order for the Communion; where they have 
theſe Words; In Remembrance of Cbriſt's meritorious 
Croſs and Paſſion, whereby alone we obtain Remiſſion of 
Sins, and are made Partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
By this groſs Blunder the Compilers of the Common- 
Prayer-Book ſhew themſelves to be no inſpired Writers, ' 
as ſome of its fond Admirers have aſſerted. 

. In the Order for Baptiſm they aſſert, That it is 
clear from the Word of God, that Children baptized, 
and dying in their Infancy, before they commit actual Sin, 
are undoubtedly ſaved. 

IT is not clear tous, nor can they ſhew it in all the 
Word of Gop. But human Inventions commonly 
ſavour of human Infirmiries. 


Obj. 10. Whatever is amiſs in our Baptiſm, the 
Baptiſm of Diſſenters is invalid: Becauſe they bave not 
received Epiſcopal Ordination. [So ſay Churchmen.] 

Auſto. WE might as well ſay, and more eaſily prove 
it too, that what unſcriptural Officers do, in the Church, 
is invalid, Some call that Apoſtolical, which the Apo- 
files never thought of : And though highly approved of 
Men, will be found an Abomination to the Lord. How 
Ordination from the Hands of an unſcriptural Offi- 
cer, in the Church, ſhould make Baptiſm valid, is 
impoſſible to make out from the Rule of the holy 
Scriptures. 


Rr ASO 
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| REeason IV. | 
We cannot join with the Church of England in the 
Lord's-Supper. 

1. Bexcausz they order every one to kneel at their 
receiving it. It is the Cuſtom of the Papiſts to do ſo, 
and their Reaſon is, Becauſe they believe that the 
Bread, after Conſecration, is the very Body of CRI1S : 
But, if it be not ſo, it looks like Idolatry to kneel be- 
fore it. But becauſe this was not the Cuſtom of the 
Apoſtles, but Sitting, Matth. xxvi. 20, 26.] and be- 
cauſe we are bid to abſtain from all Appearance of 
Evil; therefore we reject it. 

2. Becavss they order the Sacrament to be ad- 
miniſtred to the Sick; and admit it to be done to two 
or three Perſons, when there is no Church preſent. - 
Becauſe this Ordinance ſhould be adminiſtred only in 
the Church; and becauſe this Cuſtom ſprings from 
the ſame Ground with ſaying private Mats in Houſes; 
and having no Warrant from the Word of Gop : 
therefore moſt of the Reformed Churches rejected it, 
and therefore ſo do we. 

3. Bzcavst Perſons are allow'd to come to that holy 
Ordinance, as a civil Teſt ; not for the Profit of their 
Souls, but to qualify themſelves for Places of Truft 
and Profit. This is a horrid profaning of a mot ſa- 
cred Ordinance, that was never deſign'd to ſerve in- 
ſtead of a Licenſe. 

4. Breuss they ordinarily admit any Perſon to 
that Ordinance that deſires it. And more; for they 
order the Miniſter to invite all to it, that are preſent 
at Hearing the Word, in this Manner: On ſuch a 
Day we are to adminiſter the holy Communion, unta 

which, in God's Behalf, I bid you all here preſent. How 
this is in Gods Behalf, we are at a Loſs, *till we find 
a Warrant for it in the Word of Goo. 

Are all that come to Church fit to go to the Ta- 
ble of the Lox D? Whether they are or not, it ſeems, 
they muſt be all invited. It is manifeſt that many of 
them go thither only for their Hire. And it's _ 

| . 


| 
| 
| 
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feſt that many of them are very unfit to go to that 
holy Ordinance. | 
1. Becavss they are deſtitute of ſaving Knowledge 
and Faith, and are Strangers to true Repentance and 


ſpiritual Regeneration, Be ſure, ſuch cannot diſcern 


the Lord's Body; but muſt eat and drink unworthily, 


tho* they ſay they are in Charity with all Men, which 


is all that ſome aſk of their Communicants. 

2, Many of them live very wicked Lives ; fwear 
and be drunk the ſame Night that they have been at the 
Lord*s-Supper, and oft in the Week. 

To adminiſter the holy Communion to ſuch, is 10 
caſt that which is Holy to Dogs; which we are expreſly 
forbid to do. Where Matters are thus manag?'d, it can 
hardly be truly ſaid, That the Sacraments. are duly 
« adminiſtred according to CHRIS T's Appointment,” 
as their XIXth Article faith they ſhould be. 


| Reason V. 


Wx diſſent from the Church of England, becauſe the 
Generality of the Prieſts diſſent from their old Do- 
Etrines and the chief of the Thirty-nine Articles of Re- 
ligion; as may be ſeen by comparing their Preachin 
and Writings now, with the Writings of their ol 
godly Miniſters, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
and IXth, Xth, XIth, XIIIch, and XVIIth Articles 
of the Church of England, and with the Nine Ar- 
ticles of Lambeth, Thus they force us, either to diſ- 


ſent from them, or from their old Doctrines: We 


chooſe to keep to the good old May. And hence the 


- Church of England is beholden to Diſſenters to keep 


their old Doftrines for them. Dr. Edwards Preacher. 


Reason VI. 
We except againſt Two Things, eſpecially in the 
Order for the Burial of the Dead. 
I. ** They thank God for taking them away :2(Bad 


as well as Good:) We dare not do this at the Burial of 
many; becauſe we fear they die in their Sins; Stran- 


Sers 
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gers to CHR ts, true Faith, and real Holineſs. As 
we have no Warrant for ſuch an univerſal Form; fo 


none but an Enemy to the Deceas'd, or a covetous Le- 


gatee, will heartily ſay Amen to it. | | 
2. Non can we ſay (as they do) of every one, (e- 
ven the vileſt Wretches that they bury) That We 
«© have fure and certain Hope of their Reſurrection to e- 
« ternal Liſe: For we really think we ſhould often 
ſpeak againſt our Conſciences, and the Perſuaſion of 
moſt that hear us. We believe the Doctrine of the 
Reſurrection; but do not believe that every One ſhall 
riſe to eternal Life, Dan. xii. 2. Thoſe that believe the 


Doctrine of Purgatory, have much more Colour of : 


Reaſon for their Uſe of this Form than we: For the 


Papiſts hold, That tho* a Perſon may not be fit for e- 


ternal Life when he dies, yet he may be fitted for it 
after Death, This unſcriptural Doctrine the Church of 
England denies; and yet ſhe teaches her Diſciples, That 
there is not one Soul that goes to Hell, that hath the Good 
luck to have Chriſtian Burial [as they call ir, that is, 


to have the Order for the Burial of the Dead read o- 


ver them.] How inconſiſtent is this with their other 
Work, as well as with the Word of Gop ? 


REAS ON VII. 

We withdraw from the Communion of the Church 
of England, becauſe we cannot allow of ſuch Officers 
in the Church, as Dioceſan, or Lord Biſhops. , As 
they are Lords, we honour them as Officers of State; 
but not as Biſhops in the Church, 85 

Wr own all faithful Paſtors of particular Congre- 


tions, to be ſcriptural Biſhops, and the 233 


now no other. Our Lord Jesvs CHRIS forbad 
it, Mark x. 42, 45, Ye know that they which are ac- 
counted to rule over the Gentiles, exerciſe Lordſhip over 
them; and their great Ones exerciſe Authority upon them ; 
but ſo it ſhall not be among yon; but whoſoever will be 
great among you, ſhall be your Minſter ; and whoſoever 
among you will be pn > ſhall be Servant of al _ 
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And as the Scriptures know no ſuch Office, ſo the firſt 
and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity knew no ſuch Office 


in the Churches, 


- Athanaſius is ſaid to be Biſhop of Alexandria, (and 

a Biſhop he was) but not a Dioceſan Biſhop z for he 
had no more Chriſtians in his Community than might 
meet in one Place. So faith Cyprian, Polycarp, Ire- 
neus and Juſtin Martyr, We read of abundance of 
Biſhops in the Hiſtories of the Church, for above 
Three Hundred Years after CHRIST: But none of 
them could be Dioceſan Biſhops : becauſe many of 

them were not above ſix, ſome five, ſome four, ſome 
three, and ſome but two Miles one from another. Theſe 
were as near as our Pariſh Miniſters are one to another. 
Treneus, who lived in the ſecond Century, calls their 
Biſhopricks Pariſhes; and ſo they are called, many 
hundred Times, in Euſebius's Church-Hliſtory. And 


Tuſtin Martyr, who lived in the ſame Century, ſaith, 


On the Lord's Day, all the Church aſſembled in one 
Place; where the Biſhop preaches; for where the 
Paſtor is, there the Flock mult be. But more than that, 
we read of Two Biſhops in their Biſhopricks, in the 
fame City, at the ſame Time, Phil. i. 1. not ſetting up 
in Oppoſition one to another, but by the conſent of 
both, as well as of the People. Thus it was at Zeru- 
ſalem, at Antioch and Epheſus; fo that their Biſhops 
were but Preſbyters, Elders or Paſtors of particular 
Congregations: As Cyprian, Clemens Romanus and 
Origen declare in their Writings. Such Biſhops we 
heartily own ; but no other in the Church: Becauſe 
we find no other appointed, by our Lord Jzsvs 
CHRIST, 


Reason VIII. 


Wu cannot allow that the Biſhop or Patron ſhould 
impoſe a Paſtor upon any Pariſh, without the Conſent 
and Choice of the People : But are willing to uſe the 
Liberty which Gop hath given us; that is, for the 
People to chooſe their own Paſtor, ** The fulleſt 

* Words 


211 
*& Words that the Greek Authors uſe for all the Parts 
46 of Election; as, to propoſe, to name, to chooſe, 
* to decree, are (in Church-Hiſtory) applied to the 
« People; fo that in the Primitive Church, the Peo- 
« ple did propoſe, name, elect and decree, as well 


as the Clergy; and tho' the Preſbyters had more 


« Skill to judge, yet the People had as much Rig 
* to chooſe their own Paſtors.” f 


Tuus, a Thouſand Years after Cu RIST's A ſcen- 


ſion, the Council of Nice decreed, That if any Bi- 


ſhop deceaſe, any other, reconciPd to the Church, 
may be admitted, provided they be worthy, and the 
* People do chooſe them.“ Should any one Man en- 
groſs to himſelf, and his Heirs, the Power to impoſe 
upon every Woman in the Pariſh ſuch a Huſband as 
he, or they think fit, it would be counted an intole- 
rable Impoſition : We look on this Cuſtom of im 
ſing a Paſtor upon a Church, without the People's 
Choice and Conſent, to have a very near Reſemblance 
to it. All the Fathers of the firſt three Centuries agree 
that the People ſhould chooſe their own Miniſter. 


REASON IX. | 

Wx difſent from the Church of England, becauſe we 
think it wants godly Diſcipline. This [as to one parti- 
cular Branch] the Church confeſſeth every Year z and 
this Confeſſion hath been a Form to them theſe Hun- 
dred Years, without Alteration. It hardly looks like 
Sincerity ; but there it ſtands unaltered : 

1. Fox a Witneſs againſt themſelves, that have 
Power to alter it, and do not. 

2. Fox the Juſtification of thoſe who diſſent from 
them, becauſe it wants godly Diſcipline. 

SoME Diſcipline they have; but, if you will be- 
lieve them, they want godly Diſcipline; for all the Di- 
ſcipline they have ſeems to be more to get Money, 
than to bring Sinners to Repentance. 

Ir any Perſon commits a Fault that is worthy of 
Excommunication, it is not in the Power of any Pa- 
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riſh Miniſter, with all his Congregation, to excom- 
municate that Offender ; but this muſt be done by 
Lay-Men ; though, I confeſs, it is done in the Biſhop's 
Name, yet theſe Lay-Men do as they pleaſe. Of this 
Matter, a Biſhop of their own ſaith, The Church 
* would be more ſecure, and more unexceptionable, 
« if the Adminiſtration of her Diſcipline was put into 
* other Hands, and in a better Method.“ Bp. Burner. 

THERE little Crimes are ſometimes puniſhed hea- 
vily, as, a Miniſter's not wearing the Surplice; and 
great ones come off lightly ; or, it may be, never en- 
quired into, or are wink'd at; as the Parſon or Cu- 


_ rate's being drunk two or, three times a Week, or 


Swearing almoſt at every Sentence ; it is as the Lay- 
men pleaſe. Whether Money will anſwer all Things 
in the Biſhop's Court, we ſhall not enquire ; but, be 
ſure, it will anſwer the Place of Repentance: for 
when the Money is-paid, the Offender is again a good 
Church-Member, and the Parſon cannot refuſe him, 
without Danger of Suſpenſion ; tho? he is not ſatis- 
fied of his Repentance towards God. 

Ir any Man, proſecuted in the Biſhop's Court, gives 
any Signs of Repentance, why is he not reſtored to his 
Place without Money ? Why do they make a Gain of 
their Brother's Sins? And if he does not give any 
Signs of Repentance, how comes his Money to anſwer 
the Place of Repentance? And why are many of the 
poorer Sort of Sinners overlook'd, and not proſecu- 
ted by the Spiritual Court; but becauſe they cannot 
pay the Court Fees? 

Ir Money will admit Perſons into the Communion 
of the Church of England, we hope it never ſhall into 
our Churches: If ſuch an Offender ſhould offer his 
Money to us, on ſuch an Account, we ſhould think 
St. Peter's Anſwer to Simon Magus, did in ſome fort 
belong to him; Thy Money periſh with thee, becauſe 
thou thoughteſt the Gift of God might be purchaſed with 
Aloney, thy Heart ts not upright with Gd; thou art in 
tbe Gall of Bitterneſs, and Bond of Jniquity. 
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REASON X. 


Ws leave the Communion of the Church of Eng- 
land, becauſe it hath often ſhewn a perſecuting Spirit 


in it. We never read that the Church of CRRIS Tr 


did perſecute others; but Jzsvs CHRIST told his 


Diſciples that They muſt expect it. They that livegod- 


ly in Chriſt Feſus, muſt ſuffer Perſecution, This hath 
been juſt Matter of Offence to us, That Di/ſenters that 


live honeſtly, quietly, ſoberly and godly among them, 


have ſuffer d much from the Church of England by 
Fines and Impriſonments, and have been hated; at the 
ſame Time that Swearers, Drunkards, Sc. have been 
free from Trouble, and ſpoken kindly too, provided 
they did but own themſelves to be of the Church of 
England, tho? they ſeldom come there. 


Obj. DisszxvrERS may thank themſelves for their 
own Stubboruneſs; for the Ceremonies are but indifferent 
Things. | of; 
Anſw. Wu then do they not leave them indiffe- 


rent, i. c. whether Men will uſe them or not? Why 


do they make them Terms, not only of Communion, 
but of Salvation? for they tell us, That Schi/m, on this 


Account, is a damning Sin, as much as Murder or Adul- 
ery. It is ſtrange to us, how it ſhould be as dange- - 


rous to break the Laws of Man, as it is to break the 
Laws of Gop. But this is a real Truth, That many 
warm Churchmen are more careful to avoid the Wor- 
ſhip of Diſſenters, than they are to avoid the Sins of 
Murder or Adultery. If they are indifferent Things 
to them, why do they offend our Conſciences, in 
thruſting them upon us, who cannot think them ſo. 
This is far from that Chriſtian Spirit, 1 Cor. viii. 13. 


IJ will eat no Fleſh while the World ſtandetb, leſt I make 


my Brother to offend. 

TrarT which Miniſters deliver to the Churches, 
they muſt, firſt, receive of the Lox D; 1 Cor. xi. 23. 
I bave received of the LoRD, [that is, of 2 — 
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Irsus Cnr15T, not the Lord Biſhop] hat which 7 
delivered unto you. 

_. Princes are very jealous of their Sovereign Rights 
and Privileges; and we believe, the Lord Jzsvs 
CarisT is ſo of His; and that whatſoever Shew of 
Decency human Inventions may make to the Eyes of 
carnal Perſons, ſuch officious Intruders will one Day 
hear Him ſay, Who hath required theſe things at your 
Hands? | 

EsPECIALLY, when by ſuch human Ceremonies 
they keep many a Child of Gop out of the Church, 
tho* we and they too have an expreſs Charge not to have 
any thing to do with ſuch Things, Gal. v. 1. Stand 

faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the Yoke of Bondage. 

Ir Gop hath taken off the Yoke of Jewiſß Cere- 
monies, he never intended that Men ſhould invent 
new ones, which tend to Superſtition. 

We: believe that a Serpent of Braſs, when it hath 
the Stamp of Gop's Authority on it, is better than a 
golden Calf of Men's Invention; the one heals, the 
other hurts. | | 


Wee 


PART I 


Containing fix Rx asons why Diſſenters are not, 
nor can be guilty of” Schiſm, in peaceably Se- 
parating from the Church of England. 


The Word Scnism is uſed, 


I. OR Breach of Union in the Church ; thus, 

thoſe that abide in the Church, may be guilty 
of Schiſm, more than thoſe that peaceably leave it; 
while they that remain in it, make Diviſions and Par- 
ties, differing about Doctrines, Sc. This is Schiſin 
in the Body, 1 Cor, xii. 25. | | 


2. Ir 


[25] 
2. Ir is uſed for any cauſeleſs Separation from a 
Church; a peaceable Departure from any Church is 
not Schiſm, or when there is guſt) Canto for Jeaving 
its Communion. 


Bur my preſent Buſineſs is to native, that even in 


the Senſe of the Church of England, Diſſenters are 


not guilty of Shin; notwithſtanding the Noiſe that 


the N make about it. 


REASON I. 


Tux greateſt Part of the Body of Diſſenters now 
living never were Members of the Church of Eng- 
land; they never broke off from it : And therefore are 
not guilty of Schiſin. 


Obj. But they were born in England, and the Church 
of England is a National Church. 


Anſw. Taz Church of CarisT was not ſo; for 
we read of Seven Churches in the Leſſer Afia, Rev. i. 4. 
And the Churches of Judza, . which was once a Natio- 
nal Church, Gal. i. 22. 

Ir our being born in Exgland makes us Church- 
Members, then, in order to any one's Admiſſion to 
the Lord's Supper, it need not be aſked, Have you 
Faith, &c. but, Where were you born? 


Obj. But ſome of 25 pave your Conſent to bo _ 
bers of the Church of England. 


Auſw. Ir is true; and ſo we were Members . 
but better underſtanding the Doctrines and Diſcipline 
of CaRr1sT's Church, and Chriſtian Liberty, we have 
made no unlawful Rent in the Church, but nave peace- 
ably joir'd ourſelves to other Churches, where we are 
better ſatisfied, as St. Paul, Gal. i. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
by his own Example hath taught us. 
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Rs ason II. 


Ir the Spirit of Gop is, in great Meaſure, depart- 
ed from any Church, then we may diſſent from it, 
without being guilty of Schiſm ; for Schiſm is a cauſe- 
leſs Separation from any Church : Bur if this be true, 
our Separation is not cauſeleſs. 


Queſt. But how ſhall we judge of this Matter? 


Anſw. Ir there be no Converſion-Work in the 
Church, then the Spirit of Gop is withdrawn from it : 
Glorious Things have been ſpoken of the City of God, 
that many have been born in her. But now ſome of the 
beſt Miniſters in the Church have confeſs'd, That af- 
ter Forty Years Preaching in their Pariſh, they know 
not of one Soul Converted in all that time. If there 
be no moving of the Waters, in vain do Souls look 
and wait for Healing at ſuch a Pool. | 
I, the Generality, both of Miniſters and People, 
hold no ſuch Doctrine, and look for no ſuch Thing 
as ſpiritual Regencration, or being born again, after 
Baptiſm (in Infancy) by the Spirit of Gop, through 
the Word; or if moſt look on this Doctrine as Pre/- 
byterian Cant, we conclude, fuch arc Strangers to any 
Experience of the Thing; | for they are Strangers to 
the plain Goſpel of IESsus CHRIST, Jahn iii. 3, 5. 
and that therefore we have ſufficient Reaſon to atten 
on the Miniſtry, where the Truth is experienc'd, and 
where Miniſters can tell convinced Souls what they 
ſhould-do to be ſaved, | | 

2. Ir there be little or no comforting Preſence of 
the Spirit of Gop there, then our Separation is not 
cauſeleſs; and. therefore is not a Schiſm. Some have 
ſaid, That a Bottle of Wine, or a Doſe of proper 
Phyſick, or a Tune on the Organs, would do as much 
for dejected Souls, as Diſſenters pretend to meet with, 
of Comfort in their Worſhip; ſo little do many of 
them underſtand bote i 75 that GOD manifeſts himſelf to 
is own, as be doth net to the World, John xiv. 22. 

| Therefore 


1 

Therefore we chooſe to attend on the Miniſtry of ſuch 
as have more ſpiritual Experience, who may be able 
to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon to our weary Souls, 


| Re asvn III. | 

Ir in any Church there be but little real Holineſs, 
or but little of the Power of Religion and Godlineſs, 
or but little more than a Name to live, we may leave 
the Communion of any ſuch Church, without being 
guilty of Schiſm, 2 Tim. iii. 5. Having the Form of 
Godlineſs, but denying the Power ; from ſuch turn away. 
2 Cor. vi. 7. Come out from among them, © 

In a large Pariſh, ſome of their own Members 
have confeſſed, ** That they could not find five Per- 
*© ſons in their Community, of whom they were per 
* ſuaded they were Believers, or real Chriſtians z ſuch 
© as ſhewed an Hatred of Sin, and Love to Holi- 
„ neſs.” What Communion can a ſerious Chriſtian 
have with ſuch a Church? | 

Ir a Gardener grows more fond and careful of 
Weeds than he is of uſeful Plants and Herbs, it is 
high Time to ſeek another Garden, or another Gardener. 

Ir Miniſters preach poorly, and Miniſters and Peo- 


ple generally live looſely, vainly, and profanely, (like 


Atheiſts) for our Souls Sake we ſhould go where there 
is better Preaching, and better Living, according to 
the glorious Goſpel ; and where the Form- of Godlineſs 
doth not go without the Power; and where a miſgui- 
ded Zeal for little or indifferent Things does not eat out 
the Vitals of real Religion. £ 

Wr can ſafely ſpeak it to Gop, as well as to Men, 
This is one great End of our diſſenting from the 


Church of England; after we had ſtayed in it Twenty, 


ſome Thirty, ſome Forty Years. 


REASO0N IV. 


Ir any Church impoſe on its Members, either that 


which is really ſinſul, or is thought to be ſo; this will 
D 2 juſtity 
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juſtify any Perſon in his peaceable leaving the Com- 
munion of that Church, = 


TuIs was the Ground of the Church of England's 


Separation from the Church of Rome. Dr. Hammond. 
And this is the Ground of Diſſenters Separation from 
the Church of England. And their Practice is juſti- 
fied by that great Man, in the Communion ot the 
Church of England, Dr. Stilling fleet, Iren. p. 199. His 
Words are theſe : ** When a Church requires 1nne- 
„ celſſary Conditions of Communion, then that Church 


cc 


cc 


cc 
ec 
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muſt take on itſelf the Charge of Schi/m. Let Men 


turn and wind themſelves which Way they will; 
by the very ſame Arguments, that any will prove 
Separation from the Church of Rome to be lawful, 
becauſe ſhe requires unlawful Things, as Condi- 
tions of her Communion z it will be proved lawtul 


[4 not to conform to any ſuſpected or unlawtul Pra- 


Etice, required by any Church-Government, upon 
the ſame Terms, if the Thing ſo'required be, by 
a ſerious and ſober Enquiry, judg'd Unwarrantable, 


* by a Man's own Conſcience.” In another Place the 
ſame Author hath theſe Words: 


cc 
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Tur Duties CRISTH required of his Diſciples, 

were none but ſuch as were neceſſary : He that came 
to take away the inſupportable Yoke of Jewiſh Ce- 
remonies, certainly did never intend to gall the 
Necks of his Diſciples with another inſtead of it. 
And it would be ſtrange, that the Church ſhould 
require more than CRIST himſelf did, and make 
other Conditions of her Communion than our Sa- 


. viour did of Diſcipleſhip. What poſſible Rea- 


ſon can be given, why ſuch Things ſhould not be 
ſufficient for Communion with a Church, which 
are ſufficient for Salvation? Was there ever more 
true and cordial Love in the Churches, than in the 
Times of the Apoltles? And yet they made no 
ſuch Lerms of Communion. How will they anſwer 
it at the great Day, for keeping Men out of their 
Communion by ſuch Things, asthey call indifferent ? 

„Will 


„„ 

„Will the Lord Jzsvs Cur1sT thank them for 
their Pretence of Decency and Order; when thereby 
they keep many out of their Church, whom the 
Lord Jtsus CHRIST will admit into Heaven?“ 

So far that Learned Biſhop. + 
t, for as much as this Biſhop ſpeaks of their 
Pretence of Decency and Order | obſerve the Biſhop's 
Expreſſion ; their Pretence to it.] I will juſt hint what 

this pretended Decency and Order 1s. 

Ir is, that the Miniſter ſhould officiate, ſometimes | 
in one pretended Holy Garment, ſometimes in ano- | 
ther; ſometimes in Black, ſometimes in White ; ſome- 
times Bring and Cringing ; ſometimes with his Face ö 
to the Altar, ſometimes to the People; ſometimes to | 
the Weſt, ſometimes to the Eat; ſometimes Saying, | 
and ſometimes Singing his Prayers: For it is left to | 
their own Pleaſure, [as Indiſferent Things ſhould = ! 
that is, it may be ſung or ſaid: The Scripture ſaith, Is 
any merry, let him ſing Pſalms; it does not ſay, let | 
him ing bis Prayers: But if any be afflifted, let him ' 
Pray. It is not indifferent, whether Perſons Pray or 

of & Sing, when they go to the Throne of Grace. This is 
confounding two diſtinct Chriſtian- Duties; one is 4ſt- | 
ing the Mercy, the other is giving Thanks for it, when 
it is received. | q 

Tur Charge of Jesvs CnrismT to his Diſciples, - 4 
is, Go, Teach them to obſerve all Things whatſoever I =_ 
have commanded you. And to ſuch a Practice, and to | 1 
no other, he hath affixed the Promiſe of his Preſence 1 


with his Miniſters, and his Churches, Matth. xvii. 28. 4 
Lo, I am with you, always, lo the End of the "©. 
World. | if 


REASON V. 


Ir any Church, by Virtue of human Laws, with- * 
out any Warrant from the Word of Gop, caſt out of 
their Communion ſuch as held no falſe Doctrines, nor 
were guilty of any evil Practices, then that Church 
muſt take on itſelf the Charge of Schiſm. 


Tris 
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Tuts was the very Foundation of our Fathers Diſ- 
ſenting from the Church of England, when in the Year 
1662, ſhe [by the fame Spirit with thoſe Men, Dan. 
vi. gj. ] caſt out about two Thouſand Godly Miniſters, 
purely becauſe they could not fin againſt CHRIST 
and their own Conſciences, in bringing into the 
Churches unneceſſary Ceremonies, And herein it plain- 
ly appears, that the Schiſm is juſtly chargeable on the 
Church (not on them that were caſt out) becauſe that 
Act was made on purpoſe to caſt them out; for ſome ö 
of the Actors ſaid, before that Day came, That they 
were afraid the Preſbyterians would continue in the 
Church. 
Bur if they would not let theſe Godly Miniſters 
[ preach in the Churches any longer, it is ſtrange they 
| could think; that they would ſhut their Mouths, and 
| obey them rather than Gop! For Gop had given 
by them a Commiſſion topreach, and had ſealed it, 1 Cor. 
1 ix. 2. and no Command of Men could acquit them 
of their awful Charge, 1 Cor. ix. 16. Neceſſity is laid 
4 upon me, and Woe unto me, if I preach not the Goſpel. 
4 By theſe very Men Gop hath perſuaded many of 
4 our Fathers to turn from Sin to CHRIS H; therefore 
| : they .choſe rather todiſlent from the Church than from 
the Miniſtry of thoſe Godly Men ; and the rather, 
becauſe they ſaw that moſt of their Places in the 
Churches were very poorly filled up, [viz. by Igno- 
rant and Scandalous Men.] And as our Fathers follow- 
ed theſe Godly Men in their Faith and Converſation ; 
ſo, with Paternal and Chriſtian Affection, they have 
charged many of us to follow them, in their Doctrines 
and holy Life. 
Tn us the Church of England hath, unjuſtly, driven 
us out; and then they uncharitably condemn us for 
* Schiſm : It is plain that the Sin lies at their Door, and 
we muſt fee ſome hopeful Signs of their Repentance 
for that Sin, before they may N us to return to 
their Communion. 


ReasoN 
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Reason VI. | 


IF ſuch as leave the Communion of the Church | 
have a lawful Diſmiſſion from the Church, they are 
not guilty of Schiſm. | 
TH1s is the Caſe of all Diſſenters in England, even | 
of thoſe that once were of the Church of England. 
This Diſmiſſion we have in the Act of Toleration, | 
which is an Act of the King, who is own'd by them- = 
| ſelves to be the Head of the Church, over all Perſons, 
1.8 - and in all Cauſes, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil: There- 
fore it is too bold and daring for Men that call them- 
ſelves Loyalifts, and eſpecially for Paſſive Obedience 
Profeſſors, to charge Diſſenters with Schiſm, as long 
as that Act is in Force. Beſides, it is the Act of the 
Lords Spiritual | as they call and own them] as well 
as of the Lords Temporal and the Repreſentatives 
of the twhole Nation; ſo that when they call Diſſenters 
Schiſmaticks, they fly in the Face of the Three Eftates of 
the Kingdom. 


| Amore rem urea en 


FAR ”YF 


Some common OBJECTIONS, brought by Church- 
men againſt Diſſenters, Anſwer d. 
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Object. 1. UR Churchts of older ſtanding than 
ours, 


Anſto. Ax p the Church of Rome is older than yours 
for we read that the Myftery of Iniquity began to 
work in the Apoſtles Time, 2 Thefſ. ii. 7. If there 
was any Thing in this Argument, you and we muſt 
both turn Papiſts. We are bid to enquire after the gord 
old Way, Jer. vi. 16. but it muſt be good, as well as 
old, or elſe we muſt not walk in it; and it is no far- 


ther goed than it agrees with the Word of Gop. 
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And yet, if our Diſſenting Churches agree with 
Apoſtolical Doctrines, and Rules of divine Worſhip, 
and godly Diſcipline better than yours, then our 
Churches are truly older than yours. To decide this 
Matter, we are heartily willing to ſtand the Trial of 
the Scriptures, and of the Fathers, for the firſt three 
Hundred Years after the A ſcenſion of CHRIST. This 
we can eaſily make appear whenever it ſhall. be called 


for. 


Obj. 2. The Church of England 7s eftabliſhed by 
| Law, your Churches are not. 

Anſw. Ax p yet we do not cry out, That our Church 
is in Danger; for we know it is founded upon the 
Rock of Ages. Matth. xvi. 18. Upon this Rock I 
will build my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
- prevail againſt it. | 
W conclude from hence, That the Church, which 
is often in Danger, cannot be the Church of CHRIST; 
or that Church which is built on CHRIST the Rock. 
Tux Laws of our Land favour us more than the 
Laws did Jzsus CaR1sT and his Apoſtles ; for thus 
they argue againſt Cyur1sT, Ve have a Law, and by 
our Law he ought to die, John x. 7. Thanks beto Gop, 
our Churches are eſtabliſhed by the Laws of Heaven : 
And yet as we hold to the moſt and beſt of the Thir! 
Nine Articles, which were eſtabliſh'd by Law, 4 
our Doctrine, if not our Churches, are eſtabliſhed by 
Law. But ſuppoſe they are not eſtabliſn'd by hu- 
man Law, their Conſtitution is ſuch that they don't 
need ſuch Eſtabliſhment, and that Church is in a poor 
Condition that does need it. 


Obj. 3. Our Places of Worſhip are boly; yours are 
not ſo. 


Anſco. WE know no Differences of Places now, 
ſince the Coming of Jeſus Chriſt, John iv. 21. Nei- 
ther did the firſt Fathers own any ſuch Thing. Yours 
are holy, only as they are ſet apart for Gop's Wor- 
ſhip, and ſo are ours, Bur 


33 
Bor if your Places of divine Worſhip are holy, 
it's Pity the Worſhippers themſelves are not more a- 
greeable to their holy Places. The Place is Nothing 
to us; for we had rather hear Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
pure Word of God, preached in a thatch*'d Houſe, than 


a learned Oration in a ſtately Cathedral, where Faith 


in CuRIST, and the Neceſſity of the New-Birth and 
Power of the Spirit of Gop, with the Word in or- 
der thereto, ſhould be ſeldom heard of. 

We can hear the Word, as the Diſciples did:Jz- 
zus CHRIST, on a Mountain, or out of a Ship, or 
in an Houſe, or in a Barn. Gop ance choſe a 
Threſhing-Floor to raiſe the Temple from, 2 Chron. 
iii. 1. and ſo he hath ſince rais'd many a Goſpel- 
Church, from the pure and powerful Preaching the 
Goſpel in ſuch a Place, ſeparating the Chaff from the 
Wheat, and making his Word Bread of Life to 
Souls. - 

Ir we can but hear of CarisT, and his Salvation, 
we matter not in what Place; let it be at Ephrata, 
or the Fields of the Wood, Pſal. cxxxij. 6. And fo can 
others ſometimes, when they pleaſe, out of a, Mar- 


ket-Croſs, or under a Tree, or in a Ship, or in the 


open Field, which are not holy in their own Senſe. 


Obj. 4. Do you, Diſſenters, think you are in the right, 
and all our Learned Biſhops and Doctors in the wrong? 
We have both the greateſs Men, and the greateſt Num- 
bers on our ſide. 


Anfw, W x own it; and ſo had the Fews in the A- 
poſtles Time; and ſo had the Papiſts at the Reror- 
MATION; Rev. xiii. 3. The whole World wonder'd after 
the Beaſt. We wonder not to hear theold Cry, Have any 
of the Rulers, or of the Phariſees believed on Him? What 
if they do not, will it follow that we muſt not believe? 
it may be they are not to be call'd effectually; for it is 
ſaid, 1 Cor. i. 26. Ze ſee your Calling, Brethren, how 
that ne; many wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not many 

E Mighty, 


* 
* 
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Mighty, not many Noble are called : But the Fooliſh, the 
Weak, the Baſe, and the Deſpiſed, that God might con- 
found the Wiſe and the Mighty. Little did the Chief 
Prieſts, Scribes and Phariſees, with the Body of the 
Jewiſb Nation, think, that a few mean Diſſenters from 
the National Worſhip were in the right, and all they 
in the wrong: They were ſo far from this Thought, 
that they counted them ignorant, deluded and curſed. 
This People that know not the Law are curſed. If 
CarisT's Diſciples were to go in the Way that the 
Moſt, or the Greateſt go, they might have no Crofs 
to take up, which Car1sT's Followers are ſure to 
meet with. 

Wurd the Spirit of Gop would ſhew us how Few 
they are that bear Witneſs to the Truths of CHRIST, 
He calls them Two Witneſſes, Rev. xi. . to teach 
us not to chooſe our Religion by Multitudes, or reject 
Doctrines becauſe Few believe them: For that may 
be the Right Way, which Few find, Matt. vii. 13. 
and Fewer care to walk in, when they know it. 

Wx think they have little Reaſon ?o boaſt of their 
Multitudes, but rather 2% bluſh for their vain Conver- 
ſation; for Multitudes of graceleſs Profeſſors do 
but diſgrace any Profeſſion, and keep ſerious Chri- 
ſtians out of their Communion. 


Obj. 5. Diſſenters want Unity in their Churches; they 
are of ſo many Opinions, that there is no End of them.” 


Anſw. Wx could wiſh, it might be truly ſaid 
of all that believe among Diſſenters, as was ſaid of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, That the Multitude of them wete 
all of one Heart, and one Soul, As iv. 32. However, 
if a little after that, St. Paul and Barnabas fall out, 
we ſhall not condemn their Doctrines, or be afraid of 
their Way: For it was the Way of Gop, though 
they ſtumbled in it. 

Ay truly the Church hath little more Reaſon to 
boaſt of Unity than we have: Witneſs the warm 
| | N Diſputes 
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Diſputes and Diviſions in Convocation, and the wide" | 
Diviſions of High and Low-Church; the Difference * 


Doctrines, and Manner of Reading the Prayers; ſom 
| fay all themſelves, others make the Clerk ſay half the 
Prayers; ſome are for Organs and Anthems, others 
diſlike them; ſome bow at the Name of Jeſus, others 
diſlike it; ſome bow towards the Ea, others diſap- 
prove of the Practice, (as Heatheniſh, or as one of 
Ezekiel's Abominations, Ezek. viii, 16.) Some are for 
kneeling at Baptiſm, others in the Church will not ſub» 
mit to it; the moſt adminiſter the Sacrament but 
three Times a Year, others do it every Month, and 
ſome every Lord's Day. Some never read Prayers 
in the Church on Week Days, others think they are 
bound to do it every Day, and others compound for 
Wedneſday and Friday. | 

Arp the Worſhip in the Cathedral differs very 
much from that in the Pariſh-Churches. ' 

Tur Mother hath her Singing Men and Boys by 
the Dozens, in their Surplices ; [this is all the Holi- 
neſs that theſe Men have; for as ſoon as they have 
done Acting here, they are alſo Actors in the Play- 
Houſes, ] the Daughters content themſelves with one 
Clerk apiece, and allow him no Surplice z tho', in 
Truth, they need ſuchan Emblem of Holineſs as much 
as the others; for they are often Men of moſt wicked 
Lives. The Mother Sings her Prayers, (as if ſhe 
was not in earneſt) the Daughters Read theirs, tho for- 
mal enough. 

Many of the Church of England themſelves are 
even ſick to ſee and hear Cathedral Decency and Or- 
der. But if all the Church of England were of one 
* Mind, Gop will one Day convince Men, That 
* the Unity of the Church lies more in the Unity of 


Faith and #e#ion, than in the Uniformity of doubt- _ 


ful Rites and Ceremonies,” As faith their own 
Biſhop Stilling fleet. Violent urging Unitormity in the 
Church hath been an Inlet to Superſtition and the 


greateſt Bar to Unity. We know that it hath been 
E 2 always 
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always attempted under the ſpecious Pretence of fur- 
thering Religion. But how ugly doth this Maſk look 
when cloſe viewed by wiſe Men; eſpecially when they 
— their Pretence with their common Conver- 
tion 


Obj. 6, The Church of England is more charitable 
than Diſenting Churches are. 


Anſw. Lx r every one ſpeak as they find ;z we know 
the Church hath 2 her Charity, to ſome, many 
Ways; as in her Forgiveneſs of Offences, tho? on 
the ſlighteſt Hints of Sorrrow ; and in ſettling li- 
beral yearly Ineomes on very undeſerving Sas, 
both Clergy and Laity. This made an old Doctor 4 
(while he was ſweeping the Money into the Bag )**W 
ce our Church is the beſt conſtituted Church in the 
« World,” Yes, faid another, it is the beſt conſti- 
tuted Church that ever was in the World. 

(1,) ALL do not, nor can ſee with the fame 42 
We believe that theſe Gentlemen, in crying u 
excellent Conſtitution of the Church of Eniland, tors 
according to the beſt of their Knowledge, 

Bur we aſk their Pardon, if in this we cannot fay 
after the Parſon. And we are ſure that fome of the 
Inferior Clergy have not been of this Mind, while they 
and their Families have made very poor Shifts to live, 
tho? ſome Officers, in the Church, have had many 
Thouſands per Annum ; yet have done no more Work for it 
than thoſe that are in Want. Some have two Livings, 
and very large ones too; others have none at all. 
Tu boldeſt Men commonly get the better of thoſe 
that are moſt humble and modeſt. 

(2.) Wx cannot admire the Conſtitution of the 
Church of England, above all others; becauſe Livings, 
or the Reverſion of Livings, are often bought 075 
Money, This is a Practice unknown to the Scrip- 
tures, and the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. If the Peo- 
ple will like them, they may; but in they will come. 
= Ns Practice the Church forbicls, but often winks at it, 

£#lders, 
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Elders, Paſtors, or Biſhops were choſen of old by the 
People, Univerſe Fraternitatis Suffragio. Cypr. Epiſt. 
By the Conſent and Suffrage of all the Brethren. 

(3.) WX add, that we cannot admire the Conſti- 

tution of the Church, becauſe ſhe bas appointed fo 
many Unſcriptural Officers in it; as Archbiſhops, Lord 
Biſhops, Deans, Arch-Deacons, &c. The Scriptures 
know but of iwo ſorts of Officers, in the Goſpel- 
Church, that is, Biſhops and Deacons. 
Fox Biſhops and Elders are the ſame Office, As 
xx. 17, call'd Elders; verſe 28. call'd Overſeers, or 
Biſhops. Tit. i. 5. They that are called Elders, ver. 
7. are called Biſhops. Rs 

Clemens Romanus, Anno 70. mentions many Biſhops in 
the Church of Corinth, whom at other Times he calls 
Preſb3ters or Elders, Epiſt 1. ad Cor. pag. 54, 57. 
He puts them together in the ſame Line, pag. 58. 

(4.) Weg cannot admire the Conſtitution of the 
Church of England : As it has one Head, or Univer- 
ſal Paſtor over many Thouſands of Congregations. This 
is Unſcriptural, nor can ſuch a Paſtor knowv the State of 
his Flock, and look well to his Herds. This is an Office 
never appointed by Ixsus CnRISH, Paſtor Paſtorum. 
P. Mar. Ann. 155. faith, All the Church aſſembled to- 
gether in one place, where the Biſhop preached. Apol. 1. 

g 98, For, ſaith he, here the Paſtor is, there the 
Flock muſt be. Epiſt. ad Philadelph. pag. 42. 

(5.) We cannot ſay the Church of England is the 
beſt conſtituted Church in the World: Becauſe the Diſci- 
pline of the Church is put into the Hands of Latoyers. 
not of Divines. This is none of the Excellency of 
her Conſtitution ; that if a Man will provide Money 
enough, the Biſhops Court can put him in a Way, 
how to defy all the Cenſures of Miniſter and People. 
(.) WI cannot admire the Church's Conſtitution ; 

becauſe an Atheiſt or any vile Perſon may come to the 
holy Sacrament, provided he comes decently z tho' he 
does not take it as a Memorial of Cbriſi's Death, or as 
a Means of Grace, but becauſe he cannot enjoy a Place 
F Traſt or Profit under the Government without — 
19? 
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Tho' ſome, whoſe Hearts are right with Gon, 
have higher Ends in joining with 2 Church, yet 
many cry up the Church for. no other End than the 
Craftſmen did Diana, leſt their Gain ſhould be loſt. 
From ſuch Money-changers the Church needs to be 
purg'd, as Jesus CHRIST did the Temple, with a 
Scourge of Cords. 

Nowe make ſo much Noiſe of the Church, as 
thoſe that ſeldom come there, or if they do, are the 
greateſt Diſgrace to it ; ſuch as have little to ſay for 
Religion, and who practice leſs than they know. 
Unleſs we allow theſe to be Acts of Religion: 

1. Turix drinking Healths to the Church, as if 
ſhe was always in a ſickly Condition. 

2, Taxz1s Forſwearing themſelves at Elections, 
under Pretence of Upholding the Church, What, is 
the Church in ſuch a poor Plight as to need the Force 
of Hell to relieve it? But, O Shame! That any of 
the Clergy ſhould do ſo! Well, it ſeems, Diſſenters 
are uncharitable, and yet I never heard of any one 
Diſſenter, in my Life, that wiſh'd or drank the Dam- 
nation af the Churchmen : But I have heard that Par- 
ſons, as well as others, drink the Diſſenters Damna- 
tion. (Cold Charity!) Neither is that any notable 
Piece of the Church's Charity, that will not part 
with a few indifferent Things, tho? it were to ſave the 
Diſſenters from Damnation. Not to ſay any thing of 
the heavy Fines and Impriſonments, whereby they 
have perſecuted many Thouſands of godly Diſſenters 
totheir Graves, and their Families to extream Poverty. 

Ir any among us tranſgreſs Goſpel-Rules, we 
rebuke and exhort; and if they deſerve i it, we caſt 
them out of the Church; and if they give Evidence 
of Repentance, we are ready to take them in again 
with Joy. 

Bur we cannot believe that a Man is ſorry for his 
Sin of Drunkenneſs, when he continues to practiſe it; 


or that 4 Man is forry for his Sins, on the Lord's- 
Day, 
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Day, that returns to them all the Week: We think 
we have no Warrant for ſuch large Charity. 

Now, who cannot heartily wiſh, that Churchmen 
had any Colour, to add, That the Church of England 
is more holy than Diſſenting Churches are; that they 
have more Purity of Goſpel-Doftrine z more of the 
Power of Godlineſs; more Unity in Love; Brighter 
Divines ; Men more holy in their Lives; that can ſay 
to their Flocks, What ye have ſeen in me, do. Sure 
many of the Clergy dare not tell their People ſo. 
That which ſome count Odious, we count our onour z 
I mean, to be called Preſbyterian. Some think this 
Term more reproachful, than Drunkard or Stwearer, 
&c. If any of us fall, you, like Fools, are of 
it; Fools make a mock of Sin: We are ſorry for your 
Sins, as well as our own, But you have little need to 

reflect upon us; if we have one fcandalous Perſon 
among us, you have en. Beſides, we take care to 
purge them out as faſt as we can diſcover them; deal- 
ing with them according to Goſpel-Rule; not mak- 
ing them pay us Money, but we endeayour to make 
them ſenſible of their Sin; we pray with them, and 
for them : And if there is occaſion, we caſt them out 
of the Church-Communion. Why don't you do fo? 
One of the Clergy anſwered, We ſhould leave but few 
in the Church, if we took this Method. Gentlemen, 
When you are ready to refle&t on Diſſenters, look in- 
to your Pariſhes; ſearch the Alehouſes, among the 
Looſe, and Vain, and Prophane, the Drunkards, 
Swearers, and Unclean; and among thoſe that are 
called ro the Bar of Juſtice for Thieving, Houſe- 
breaking, Robbing on the Highway, and the Multi- 
tudes that die at the Gallows; read and ſce, whether 
they were of ours, or of the Communion of the Church 
of England. | 


ConcLus10N, 


[ 40 ] 


ConcLUuS1ON, 


Ir the Church of England would but remove theſe 
Cauſes of Offence, they ſhould ſoon ſee that we and 
our People would return to their Communion, pro- 
vided they deſire it (which we greatly queſtion.) But 
till then, we take the Liberty, by Law, allow'd us; 
that is, Peaceably to withdraw ourſelves from their 
Communion ; and therein to take up our Croſs, and 
follow the Lord Jzsvs Cnrisr, being willing to 
ſubmit to Poverty, Diſgrace and Contempt in the 
World, rather than ſin againſt Gop and our Conſciences, 
and betray the Honour that is due alone to our Lord 
og CarisT, into the Hands of Men, with a 
iſs and a Complement of Hail Maſter. We do not 
diſturb the Church of England in their Worſhip; we 
donot call their Members tocome to us; or if any of our 
common Hearers go to the Church, and abide there, 
we do not invite them back, And if, after all this, 
they will condemn us, let us comfort ourſelves, That 
Gop is with us, bleſſing our Miniſtry, for Sinners 
Converſion, and Believers Comfort and Growth in 


Grace. 
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DIVINE in Germany, 


Giving a BRIEF, but TRUE, 


Account of the PROTESTANT Diss8ENTERS 

Beere 

SIX, 
N Compliance with your ted Re- 
| > queſt, and my own Promiſe, I tranſ- 

mit che following Account, which 

WW you may (I think) depend on as faith- 
mul and impartial, 


Ex ſince the firſt Reformation of this Land from 
Popery, there has been a Number of pious Perſons of 
all Ranks, who have been deſirous that the Worſhip 
and Government of the Church might be more 
agreeable to the Holy Scriptures, and the Methods of 
other Proteſtant Churches: And they are ſtil] as de- 
ſirous of it as ever, tho' they have not hitherto been 

able to obtain it. | | 7 
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2 An ACCOUNT of the 


Is the Days of King Edward VI. ſeveral of the 
Reformers own'd in their Writings, that they rather 
got what they could obtain, than fix d Things as they 
apprehended they ſhould be; and they intended to go 
much farther in Conformity to Scripture, rather than 
deſign'd their Settlement for a Continuance : But the 
immature Death of that Excellent Prince hindered 
the further Reformation intended. 

Dr. Peter Heylin therefore declares, That he could 
not reckon that Prince's Death an Infelicity to the 
Church of England. 

Tux Severities of — Mary's Reign drove our 
Learned Men in great Numbers beyond the Seas into 
Germany, where they were kindly received and -en- 
tertained, but ſadly divided among themſelves. Some 
were fond of all the Particulars of King Edward's 
Settlement, without allowing of any Alterations 
while others were zealous for a more plain and ſeriou- 
Way of Worſhip, and a Method of Diſcipline that 
had a greater Aptneſs to ſecure the Purity of the 
Church and its Members. 

Wu they return'd Home in the Reign of Queen 


Elizabeth, that Party that were for Dioceſan Prelacy, 


and the old Liturgy, and againſt any conſiderable 
Alterations either in Worſhip or Government, pre- 
vailed, and were preferr'd, and had the Queen's Fa- 
vour. The other Party petition'd, and hop'd, and 
waited, but were diſcountenanced and rebuked, and 
by Law reſtrained. The diſcountenanced Party were 
fervent Preachers, and of holy Lives; and ſo were 
the firſt Biſhops alſo of that Reign: But when 7ewel, 
Pilkiugton, Grindal, &c. were dead, they who ſuc- 


ceeded them were of another Stamp, and grew fond 
of ſecuring Uniformity by rigorous Methods. The 


ſilenc'd Diſciplinarians did by their Writings, ſecret . 


Conferences, and Preaching, and their godly Lives, 


work much upon ſuch as were inclin'd to ſerious Re- 
ligion: But the Biſhops and their Courts had the Power 
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in their Hands, and ſometimes made uſe of it in 
ſuch Ways, as not a little exaſperated the Sufferers. 

In the Reign of King James I. the Clergy fawn'd 
upon that Prince, and engaging to advance his Prero- 
gative, he, in Return, made it his Bufinefs to con- 
firm and advance their Power. There was a Confe- 
rence between the two Parties appointed for Form's 
Sake, at Hampton-Court, but without Effect: No 
Alterations of any Moment could be obtain'd. The 
Ruling Clergy put Epiſcopacy, and the Liturgy, and 
Ceremonies together, into the Subſcriptions which 
they impos'd orall that would be Miniſters or School- 
Maſters, and ſo caſt, and kept out, many worthy 
Men. Three hundred pious Miniſters were at once 
filenc'd, ſuſpended, and deprived, Anno 1603. 
And many that conform'd, and took Pains to pro- 
mote ſerious Piety, being uneaſy under the Ceremo- 

nies, were ſtigmatiz'd as Puritans, and many Ways 
diſcourag'd and Brow-beaten ; while but little was 
done to check or diſcountenance Impiety and Irreli- 
gion, | 
In the Reign of King Charles I. under the Influ- 
ence of Biſhop Laud the ſtrict Uſe of the Ceremonies 
in every Punctilio was preſs'd to the utmoſt height, 
and new Things were introduced, a Conformity to 
which was inſiſted on with great Vehemence, Many 
were ſuſpended for not reading in the publick 
Churches a Declaration, allowing all Manner of 
Sports and Paſtimes on the Lord's Day, and feveral 
were driven into New-England, that they might there 
enjoy their Liberty, who could not at Home have 
Freedom to worſhip God according to their Conſcien- 
ces, without being many Ways moleſted. A Defign 
of a Coalition with the Gallican Church was ſet on 
foot, and the Prerogative advanced to ſuch an Height 
by many of the Clergy, as not a little endanger'd 
Liberty and Property : And an Oath to the Church- 
Government that obtain'd, without any Alterations, was 
Fg, impos'd 
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impos'd by the Convocation, without the Conſent of 
the Parliament : And Things were driven to that Ex- 
tremity, that a General Confuſion was the Conſe- 
uence, which at laſt iſſued in the Overthrow of the 
Tllerarchiy; and the whole Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, 
notwithſtanding that we are aſſured by the Lord Cla- 
rendon,* That at the Beginning of the Civil War, 
there were not more than Five in both Houſes of 
Parliament, that were Enemies to the Church of 
England. 
Ar the Reſtoration of King Charles II. there were 
fair Promiſes, and great Hopes of more Lenity, and 
an Accommodation: But it appeared at a Confe- 
rence held at the Savoy, by Virtue of a Royal Com- 
miſſion, An. 1661, that the Spirits of the ruling 
Clergy were too much heated ; for no Abatements 
could be obtain'd, and a moſt moving Petition for 
Peace was made light of, A Law paſſed in 1662. 
that made Conformity to the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſh- 
ment in ſome Reſpects heavier than before, Above 
Two Thouſand Miniſters + were ejected the publick 
Churches, tho? generally Men of good Worth, and 
valuable Abilities. Many of the People adhering to 
them, and valuing their Labours, which they had 
found profitable and advantageous, met privately for 
Worſhip, in ſeparate Aſſemblies ; upon which, ſevere 
Laws were made both againſt Miniſters and People, 
to reſtrain and puniſh them: And they were executed 
with great Rigour, (excepting that now and then a 
little ſhort-liv*d Indulgence, or breathing Time, was 
granted them; and that rather by Connivance, than 
any juſt Authority) till the Nation grew pretty gene- 
rally ſenfible, that there was no ſmall Danger of a 
common Ruin from the Papiſts. 
Tuis was fo plain in the Reign of King Fames II. 
that the Clergy who had been ſo vehement in uſing 
Rigour 
* Hiflory of the Rebeilion, Book III. 


+ A diitin Account of them may be ſcen in the ſecond Volume 
of The Abriagrient of My. BAxT EAT Life, 
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Rigour to promote Uniformity, profeſs to ſee their 

Error and be ready to make Abatements, and lay 

aſide Bigotry and Perſecution, and come to a Tem- 
towards them, and treat them as Brethren. 

Bur after the Revolution, under King William, of 
' glorious Memory, they too generally fo their 
Promiſes in the Time of their Diſtreſs and Fear, and 
tho? they were earneſtly preſs'd by that Prince and his 
Royal Conſort, (they being both of them zealous to 
promote an Union which had long been deſired) 
would yield to no Alterations. The Parliament gave 
Liberty. to all that were not ſatisfied to fall in with the 
Church of England, (provided they own*d the Do- 
ctrine of the Trinity, as they of whom I am giving 
here an Account did, and do univerſally) to act ac- 
cording to their Conſciences in Matters of Religion 
the Benefits of which Law they ſtill enjoy. 

Ix the Reign of Queen Anne, tho' the Diſſenters 
were as firm in the Principles upon which King Wil- 
liam's Revolution was bottom'd, and as zealous for the 
Proteſtant. Succeſſion in the Illuftrious Houſe of 
Hanover as any Men whatſoever, they yet were ſo un- 
kindly uſed, as to be by Law incapacitated from 
holding any Place of Profit or Truſt under the Go- 
vernment z tho? at the ſame Time they are not only 
expoſed to ſuch Offices as are chargeable in common 
with others, but continued liable to ſevere Pecuniary 
Mulcts, tor not ſerving ſome Offices, which yet the 
Law leaves them in no Capacity of ſerving. They 
have alſo been by Law denied the Liberty i 
their own Children, than which they could not well 
have been expoſed to a greater Hardſhip, or been 
brought under a more diſheartening Mark of Di- 
ſtinction. | 

For their Objections againſt the Terms of Confor- 
mity required by Law, I ſhall refer to the Learned 
Mr. Hickman's Apologia pro Miniſtris in Angli4 Vul- 
go Nonconformiſtis, printed in 1664. And their Pleas 
- againſt the Hierarchy and Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, 
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are opened at large, and ſtrenuouſiy inforced, in a 


| Book printed long fince, calPd — Damaſcenum, 


which was reprinted in Quarto at Leyden, An. 1708. 
And their Vindication of themſelves from the Char- 


ges that are brought againſt them, may be found in 
Vindiciæ Fratrum Diſſentientium in Anglia: Auctore 


Facobo Piercio, 8vo. Lond. 1710. Which three Books 
I therefore mention to you, that I may not trouble 
you with the Titles of the many Tracts and Volumes 
that are written in our own Language upon the ſame 
Subjects. 

THEIR common Principles may be dank; 
either with Reſpect to the Civil Government, or in 


Reference to Religion. 


As to Civil Government; They thankfully own it 


an Ordinance of Almighty Gop, for the Good of 


Mankind. They readily acknowledge a conſcientious + 
Subjection to the Government they live under (be it 


in one Form or another) to be the Duty of all Chri- 


ſtians ; and pay ſuch a Deference to the Magiſtrate, 
even in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, as to be ready to give 
him Satisfaction, that they take no Methods that are 
deſtructive to the Civil Peace, Nor have they any 
Notions oppoſite to Abſolute Paſſive Obedience and 
Non-reſfiſtance, but ſuch as are common to them 
with the beſt Friends both to the Government of 
King William, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 

As to Religion; They agree in making the — | 


Scriptures the Standard of Faith, Worſhip, and Di 


cipline, diſowning any Power of Men, under any 
Pretence whatever, of framing or impoſing any new 
Articles of Faith, or new Modes of Worſhip, or of 
making any Settlements as to the Government of the 

Church, to the Detriment of that Purity in Worſhip- 


ping Aſſemblies and their ſeveral Members, which all 


in their reſpective Stations are by the Goſpel Rule 
bound to be ſtudious to promote and ſecure, That 


Gop has appointed Government in his Church, 5 — 
ho 4 
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freely own: And it is an Opinion that- prevails much 
= them, That no one | cm Form of Church- 
Government is of Right Divine. But its being ma- 
by more or fewer Perſons, with more or leſs of 
Superiority and Subordination, they look as 
comparatively indifferent, ſo that the End, Which is 
Chriſtian Purity, be but ſubſerved. And ſuch Friends 
are they to that Chriſtian Charity upon which the 
Writings of the New Teſtament lay fo great a Streſs, 
that while thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Church are generally 
for confining their Communion to ſuch as are of their 
own Way only, a Number of the Diſſenters have from 
the firſt (thoꝰ they declar'd they foreſaw the Diſ- 
ſervice it would do to their particular Intereſt) own'd 
themſelves free for Occaſional Conformity with Chriſti- 
ans of all Forms, who agree in the Eſſentials of Re- 
ligion, in Teftimony of their efteeming them Bre- 
thren, notwithſtanding their Differences in leſſer Mat- 
rers, | 
In the mean Time, there are ſome Things in which 
they differ among themſelves. For ſome of them 
are moſt deſirous of the Preſbyterian Form of Church- 
Government, as it is Legally eſtabliſh'd in North- 
Britain: Others are rather for the Congregational 
Form of Government, by each Worſhipping Aſſem- 
bly within itſelf, having no other Reference to Claſſes 
or Synods, than for Advice in Caſes of Need, accor- 
ding to the Way which obtains in New-England : 
Others are rather for a Superintendency for Life (unleſs 
great Irregularities ſhould prohibit) over all the Pa- 
ſtors and Churches, divided into larger or ſmaller 
Diſtricts, according to Convenience: And there are 
et others, who think a Mixture of the Epiſcopal, 
reſbyterian, and Congregational 'Method together, 
might beſt anſwer the End, and moſt effectually ſe- 
cure Unity and Peace, And the Number of this lat- 
ter Sort ſeems to grow and increaſe. There are ſome, 
alſo who have particular Sentiments as to the _ 
an 
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and Mode of Baptiſm. They are for deferring it, till 
People are of Age to receive Inſtruction, and perſon- 
ally give their Conſent to the Chriſtian Covenant; and 
for Baptizing by Plunging, while in other Things 


they differ not from their Brethren. 


Bur notwithſtanding theſe, and ſome other ſuch 
Differences among themſelves, they generally agree 
in the Doctrinal Articles of the Church of England, 
(which they ſubſcribe) the Confeſſion of Faith, and 
larger and ſmaller Catechiſms compil'd by the Aſſem- 
bly of Divines at Weſtminſter, and the Judgment of 
the Britiſh Divines at the Synod of Dort, about the 
Quinguarticular Controverſies. 

THeiR Number is far from being inconſiderable : 
They have above an Hundred ſeveral Places of Wor- 
ſhip, (larger and ſmaller) in and about the Cities of 
London and Weſtminſter and Borough of Southwark : 
And in other Cities and Corporations, and Trading 
Parts of the Kingdom, their Number is propor- 
tionable. , 

THrxy are denied the Advantage of educating their 
Youth either at Oxford or Cambridge, by Oaths and 
Subſcriptions that are impoſed : And therefore beſides 
private Seminaries, where Philoſophical and Theolo- 
gical Lectures are read, they ſend their Children 
to North-Britain and Holland tor Academical Edu- 
Cation. 

Tur are zealous for a learned Miniſtry. And 
therefore after ſeveral Years ſpent in preparatory 
Studies, young Men are carefully examin'd amon 
them, before they are allow'd to enter upon Preach- 
ing in publick: And upon their being in time called 
to take the Paſtoral Charge of any Chriſtian Society, 


or after they have continued ſo long Candidates, as to 


have Evidence of the Acceptableneſs of their Giſts, 
and te be able with Freedom to make Choice of the 


_ Miniſtry for the Employment of their Lives, they 


are ſolemnly ordained, by Faſting, and Prayer, and 
; Impoſition 


— 
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Impoſition of Hands, after making a publick Confeſ- 
ſion of that Faith, in which they engage to make it 
their Buſineſs to inſtruct others. And this Examina- 
tion, and Ordination, is managed according to the 
Rules laid down in the Directory publiſhed by the 
Weſtminſter Aſſembly, about the Year 1644, which 
alſo gives Direction about the ſeveral Parts of Pub- 
lick Worſhip, which are generally approved among 
us. 
Tukix Miniſters meet together for Conſultation 
about Matters of common Concernment, in greater or 
ſmaller Numbers, as Occafions require. In ſuch Meet- 
ings, without pretending to exerciſe Authority, they 
give their Judgment in ſuch Matters as come before 
them, or are referred to them. And they keep up a 
Correſpondence with their Brethren in Nortb-Britain 
and in Ireland, and in the American Plantations, in 
all which Places the Number of thoſe that are of the 
ſame Sentiments with them, is very conſiderable. 
_  Tax1R ſtated publick Worſhip on the Lord's 
Days (which they conſcientiouſly devote wholly to re- 
| ligious Purpoſes) is thus managed. The Miniſter in 
: each Chriſtian Society, offers up to Almighty God 
the common Requeſts of the whole Society, in the 
apteſt and moſt Scriptural Expreſſions he is able. He 
publiſhes the Will of Gop both as to Truth and 
Duty in two diſtin& Diſcourſes each Lord's Day, the 
one in the Forenoon, and the other in the Afternoon. 
Each Sermon is about an Hour's Length, and begun 
and cloſed with Prayer. The P/alms are ſung in 
Metre by the whole Aſſembly. In ſome Congrega- 
' | © tions there are Evening Lectures, beſides the foremen- 
tioned Forenoon and Afternoon Sermons, In ſome, 
the Youth are Catechized on the Afterndons of the 
Lord's Days, in others on the Evenings, and in o- 
thers on ſome Week Day. Some Miniſters uſe the 
Lord's Prayer conſtantly, others frequently, others 
ſeldom or never, as reckoning it rather given for a 


Directory, 


10 An Ac cou Nr of the 


Directory, than to be uſed as a Form. Some Mini- 

ſters, beſides their ſtated Preaching, do ordinarily ex- 
pound a Chapter, or ſome leſſer Portion of Scripture, 

at the Beginning of the Morning Service, while others 
+ only read two or three Chapters, or a Pſalm and a 

K Chapter. In theſe and ſome other Things, ſeveral 

| Miniſters and Chriſtian Societies act variouſly, and 

| as they are moſt inclin'd : Which Diverſity of Pra- 
4 ctice creates no Difference in Affection, among Perſons 
il of Underſtanding. 
1 THz Sacrament of Baptiſm is adminiſtred. among 
\} them in the publick Congregation, where it is deſir'd, 
| or Perſons can be prevaiPd with to yield to it: Which 
71 is not ſo uſually as were to be wiſh'd, private Bap- 
tiſms having by Cuſtom much prevailed among Diſ- 
ſenters, as well as in the Eſtabliſn'd Church. In 
the Adminiſtration of this Ordinance, they give a 
brief Explication of the Nature and Grounds of it, 
and offer up a ſuitable Prayer. An explicit Conſent 
to the Apoſtles Creed, or ſome other ſhort Summary 
of the Chriſtian Covenant, is required either of the 
Parties baptized, or their Parents, if they are Infants: 
And then Water is poured in the Name of - the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, without any ſigning with the 
Croſs, or any other Addition, ſaving a Charge to the 
Parties baptized about an Holy Life, or to their Pa- 
rents about their Education, Sc. and a ſerious Thankſ- 
giving to Almighty Gop, for his rich Mercy and Grace 
to ſinful Man, through Jeſus Chriſt his Son: And they 
baptize them not into a Party, but into Chriſtianity, 
as it is delivered in the Holy Scriptures. 

Tux other Sacrament of the Euchariſt is ordinarily | 
adminiſtred amongſt them once a Month. Their 
Adminiſtration of it. conſiſts in breaking of Bread, 
and pouring out the Wine, and diſtributing theſe Ele- 
ments among the Communicants, after reading the 
Account of our Bleſſed Saviour's Inſtitution of that 
Solemnity, either out of one of the Evangeliſts, or 

Out 
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out of St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle to the Corintbians; and 
a ſerious and devout imploring the Bleſſing of the great 
Maſter of the Feaſt. During the Time of Receiving 
the Miniſter uſually endeavours to ſtir up the Devo- 
tion of the Communicants by ſome ſuitable Sugge- 
ſtions; and after Participation cloſes with ſome ſerious 
Admonitions tending to excite to Holineſs of Life; 
and with affect ionate Thankſgivingsand Praiſes to Gop 
for his rich Mercy and Grace, and ſinging a Pfalm or 
Hymn. This Sacrament is by ſome adminiſtred in the 
Evening, but by moſt at Noon. The Communicants 
are at Liberty to uſe their own Poſture in the Time 
of Receiving, tho* a Table-Geſture is moſt common- 
ly us'd, in Conformity (as is apprehended) to the 
Practice of our Saviour and his Apoſtles. 

Ir is commonly preſſed upon all baptized Perſons, 
if they ſtand to their Baptiſmal Covenant, to come 
to the Communion publickly, to teſtify as much, 


when they arrive at Years of Diſcretion. Converſa- 


tion with the Paſtor of each Chriſtian Society is ex- 
pected before the firſt Communicating, that Satisfaction 
may be given that ſuch as come to partake of the Ho- 
ly Enchariſt, do underſtand the Nature of their Bap- 
tiſmal Obligation, and are willing to ſtand to it, and 
are alſo ſufficiently acquainted with the Nature and 
Deſign of the Lord's Supper. The Names of ſuch 
as deſire to join in ſtated Communion with any Chri- 
ſtian Society, are ordinarily firſt mentioned amongſt 
them, ſome time before their Admiſſion, that ſo if any 
thing unſuitable to a Chriſtian Profeſſion be known in 
the Life or Converſation of ſuch as offer themſelves, 
Notice may be given, that they may be kept from 
the Communion, till they have given Satisfaction as 
to their Regularity and Sobriety. And if any that 
are Communicants fall into any ſcandalous Practices, 
which are well atteſted, they are in a Brotherly Man- 
ner admoniſhed, and ſuſpended from * 
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| . | 
till ſuch Time as they are Reformed when they are 


readily again receiv'd. 

LLECTIONS are made for the Poor, at the Cloſe 
of every Communion, and often at other Times of 
publick Worſhip ; and what is collected is diſtributed 
among ſuch as are in Want, by ſome arufe deputed 
for that Purpoſe. . 

THrxz1k Miniſters are ſupported by the voluntary 
Contributions of their People, and ſo are maintained 
more liberally, or more ſparingly, according to the 
Ability and Affection k 2 their reſpective Flocks. 
They viſit their People in Time of Sickneſs or Di- 
ſtreſs, without expecting Gratuities for their Pains, 
They pray with them, exhort, and admoniſh them, 
according to their Circumſtances, when they are un- 
der Affliction, or obſerve their End approaches. 
They endeavour at ſuch Times to deal with them ve 
cloſely and faithfully, that they may aſſiſt them in 
building their Hopes upon right Scriptural Founda- 
tions; but are fearful of encouraging People to look 
upon the Euchariſt as a Viaticum, or certain Paſs-port 
to Heaven, by adminiſtring it to the Sick, in articulo 
mortts, a 

THz Body of the Diſſenters look upon themſelves 
to have as clear and full a Right to chooſe their own 
Paſtors to take care of their Souls, as their orc 


ans to take care of their Bodies, or their Lawyets to 


mind their Eſtates: And therefore they chooſe their 
own Miniſters within ſuch a Compaſs, as that they 
can attend upon their Labours with Convenience, 
without inſiſting upon any Limitation not to attend 
upon others as there may be Occaſion, or as may be 


found to be advantageous. 
Wurx Miniſters prove ſcandalous, their People 


look upon themſelves as at Liberty to deſert them 
and the Neighbouring Miniſters taking Cognizance 
of ſuch Matters, are ready to admoniſh them ſo to 
do, and to encourage them in it, if there be no Re- 

| | | formation, 
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formation, or if the Scandals were of ſuch a Nature, 
as not to be repair'd without a remaining Blemiſh to 
the Sacred Miniſtry. 

Da ys of Faſting and Prayer, and alſo of Thankſ- 
giving, are readily obſerv'd among them, upon the 
Call of Authority, or _ any particular Emer- 
gencies, at their own voluntary Motion, when they 
apprehend any religious Purpoſes may be thereby 
ſerved, 

Tux v joyfully own the Miniſtry of all the Prote- 
ſtant Churches, of whatever Denomination, and look 
upon their Members as their Brethren, They em- 
brace not only Lutherans and Calviniſts, but all others 
that hold the EAcntials of Chriſtianity, with a Brother- 
ly Affection. They are ready to hold Communion 
with them as Opportunity ſhall offer, in token of 
their Brotherly Love. And they earneſtly long 
and pray for the Time, when Heats upon the 
Account of leſſer Matters being laid aſide, it may be 
hoped there will be a ſtricter Union, and a ſtronger 
Atfection among all that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in Sincerity, and are deſirous of the common Salvation. 

 Bes1pEes thoſe above mention'd, there is a Party 
of Diſſenters who are called Qyakers, who are a conſi- 
derable, numerous, well-compacted Body of People, 
who very much confine their Dealings to thoſe of 
their own Sortment, and have their ſtated Yearly 
Meetings from all Parts: But I am not fo well ac- 
quainted with them, as to be able to give a juſt Ac- 
count of their Principles or Practices, 

Ir there be any Thing elſe in which I am capable 
of ſerving you, you may freely command, 


SIX, 
Dur Affetionate Brother 


And Humble Servant, 


Edmund Calamy. 
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between a Gentleman of the Town in Com- 
munion with the Church of England, and his. Diſ- 
ſenting Friend in the Country. The eighth Edition. 
Price 6 d. 

2. A Defence of the Diſſenting Miniſtry, and Preſ- 
byterian Ordination ; being an Anſwer to two Pam- 
phlets : The one intitled, The Invalidity of the Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſtry; the other, The Rational and 
Moral Conduct of Mr. Peirce examin'd, Sc. By 
James Peirce: In two Parts; the firſt Part 
Price 1 s. the ſecond 15. 64. 

3. The Arraignment and Trial of the late Rev. 
Mr. Thomas Roſewell, for High-Treaſon ; before the. 
Lord Chief Juſtice Jefferies, at the Court of King's- 
Bench, Weſtminſter, in the Year 1684. And the Ar- 
guments offer'd in Arreſt of Judgment by his learned 
Council, To which is prefix*d an Account of his 
Life and Death. Publiſhed by Samuel Roſewell, A.M. 

4. Sermons againſt Popery, preach'd at Salters- 
Hall, in the Year 1735. in two Volumes : By the 
following Miniſters, viz. | 
Joux BaR KER. Jos nua Bayes. 

SAMUEL CHANDLER. Joszyn BurRovcas. 

Dax IBL Neat, M. A. Joux Newman. 

GroRGE SMYTH, M. A. JABEZ EARTE, D. D. 
Sauukt Wricurt, D. D. Moss Lowman. 

William Harris, D. D. | Brxjamix GROSVENOR, D. D. 


OBavian Hucues, D. D. | Thomas LeavesLr. 
Jexemian Hunt, D. D. | 


To which is added, 
The Abſurdity of Perſecution for Conſcience- ſake, 
in, all its Kinds and Degrees. Conſider'd in a Ser- 
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1. 12 Nonconformity juſtified: In a Dialogue 


Printed for Ricn ard HET r. 
mon preach*d at Nortbampton. By P. Dop DRI Dor, 
D. D. Recommended by the Rev. Mr. Some, as a 
proper Appendix to the late Lectures at Salters-Hall. 
5. The Hiſtory of the Puritans or Proteſtant Non- 
Conformiſts, from the Reformation to the Death of 
King CHaRLes I. with an Account of their Princi- 


- ples 3 their Attempts for a further Reformation in the 


Church ; their Sufferings ; and the Lives and Cha» 
racters of their principal Divines. By DANIEL 
Neat, M. A. In three Volumes Odtavo. a 

6. A Review of the principal Facts objected to the 
firſt Volume of the Hiſtory of the Puritans, by 
Dr. Mappox, now Biſhop of St. Aſaph; in his 
Vindication of the Government, Doctrine and Wor- 
ſhip of the Church of England, eſtabliſhed in the 


Reign of Queen Elizabeib. 


The next five by Philip Doddridge, D. D. 

7. Four Sermons on the religious Education of 
Children. The Second Edition. Price bound 15. 

8. Six Sermons to young Perſons. Pr. bound 1 5. 6 d. 

9. Free Thoughts on the moſt proper Methods for 
reviving the Diſſenting Intereſt. Price 6 d. 

10. The Care of the Soul urged as the one thing 
needful. The Second Edition. Price 4 d. 

11. Ten Sermons on the Power and Grace of 
Chriſt, and the Evidences of his glorious Goſpel. 

12. The Neceſſity and Advantages of Cloſet Re- 
ligion. By a private Chriſtian. The Third Edition. 
Price 3 d. 4 bd 4 4 
13. The Devout Chriſtian aſſiſted in his Attend- 
ance on publick Worſhip. Price 2 d. 

14. A Perſuaſive to Family Religion: And the 
Obligation Chriſtian Parents are under to the religious 
Education of their Children, With a Collection of 
ſome Texts of Scripture for the Uſe of Children. 
To which is added ſome Forms of Prayer, Pr. 4. 

Fl 15. The 


15 * * me for Krohn WE | 


» 


. -n I OI, te 


—.- 


| 
" 
| 
Be 


— — 
= 


vw. 4 * 4 IS 0 o > 
a5 : 4 + " hs " 4. At; 1 


* 
3 


* 


* 
* 


** 


3 a 


1 The Beauty and. Benefit of early > r. 
P ented in ſeveral Sermons, preached to | Young- | 
cople .on New-Tears-Days, and publiſhed out of 
Compaſſion to the riſing Generation. By Da vip 
Jexnnincs. The Second Edition. Price bound 13. 
16. Sacramental Exercifes : Or the Chriſtian's 
Employment before, at, 4nd after the Lord's-Supper. 
In two Parts, By Janrz EaRLE, D. D. The 
Third Edition. Price bound 15. 
* 17. An Help in Devotion, or the New Teſtiment 
conſider!d with a View to what every Chapter in it 
doth furniſh Chriſtians with, as proper to aſſiſt them 
in their private and family Devotions. Being the 
Subſtance of each Chapter ſumm'd up in the Form of 
a Prayers By Saul Bor pr, Rector of Steeple 
cum Tynebam in Dorſetſbire. Price bound 1 5. 6 d. 


The two following by SAMUEL Walon, D. D. 
18. A Treatiſe of Ty aT being born again, with- 
out which no Man can be ſaved. To which. is added, 

A Diſcourſe on the Duty and Advantage of ſingular | 

Piety. The Fourteenth Edition. Price ſewed 1. 
19. A Treatiſe on the Deceitfulneſs of Sin; and 

its leading Men to Hardneſg of Heart; with the Means 


appointed to prevent both its hardening and deceiving. 
The Fourth Battion. Price bound 15. 64. 


N. B. Moſt of che Books in this Catalogue, are 
ſuch, as many well diſpoſed Perſons are pleas'd 
to diſtribute amongſt the Poor. They are there- 
fore ſold with ſome Abaternent to thoſe who 1 
a Number, | 
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